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ANOTHER LETTER FROM CHINA. 


We are indebted to P. Perit, Esq. of this city, 
for permission to publish the following letter re- 
ceived by him a few days since, from the mission- 
ary Gutzlaff. We can scarcely yet realize the 
truth of the announcement which it confirms, that 
China, the whole of China, is open to the labours 
of Christian missionaries. Surely this fact will 
rouse the Christian world to most earnest prayer 
and energetic action.—. Y. Obs. 


Foxien Province, 
Toa Tuy, November 28, 1833. 

My Dear Sir,—Sickness prevented me from 
writing you more fully from Canton. God has 
relieved this burden. I breath the free air of my 
adopted native province, and am again strong. 

Little did I think that so much interest would 
be felt in your land of liberty for such an insignifi- 
cant person asl am. I shall now boldly go forth 
in the strength of the Lord. ‘Though the work is 
gigantic. I trust upon an Almighty power, and 
upon a merciful Saviour, persuaded that He will 
glorify his name. 

To present you with a full view of the objects 
which alternately engage my attention, I divide 
them under three heads. | 

Ist. The opening of an unshackled intercourse 
with this numerous nation. 

You are aware that the maritime provinces, 
Kwantung, Fokien, Che-keang, Keang-soo, Pe- 
chele, Shan-tung, Laou-tung and the islands of 
Formosa and Hainan, may henceforth be consider- 


ed as accessible to the missionary and merchants M 


in spite of all fulminating imperial edicts and 
rohibitions. I have endeavoured to give an out- 
ine of the coast, have described the principal em- 
iume and marked down the numerous islands. 
he free trade, which perhaps commences next 
year, will greatly contribute to consolidate those 
commercial relations which are at present in their 
infancy. I might long ago have established a 
permanent hospital in Che-keang if my attention 
was not too much divided and a constant locomo- 
tion necessary. But I shall not lose view of this 
‘important object, and humbly trust to carry it 
into eff-ct by the grace of God. 
Gan-hwuy, Hoo-kwang, Szechuen, Yunnan 
present still a wider field for Christian enterprise. 
ou are acquainted with the intended voyage 
upon the Yangtsze-keang, a river not inferior to 
your Missouri and Mississippi, through the whole 
of Central China up to the frontiers of Burmah 
and Thibet. God will grant success to this un- 
dertaking, and the interior of this large empire 
will be thrown open. ‘The time of national sepa- 
ration is past. God is sending his glorious gos- 
1 to the mest distant nations, and surely the 
argest of all has a share in his unbounded love. 
Upon this conviction I have founded my opera- 
tions, and though they may be difficult and meet 
with reverses, they will finally prove successful. 
To facilitate free communication, I sent last 
yeat a full representation to the Emperor, in 
which I proved from the classics, that a free in- 
tercourse with all the nations of the globe was re- 
commended by the Chinese worthies of older 
times. Having in the course of this year not visit- 
ed the northern provinces, I had not the opportu- 
nity of knowing the result. The local Mandarins 
are mostly in favour of this measure, and obey 
reluctantly the imperial orders, whilst the nation 
receives us with open arms. | have also written 
an address to the Chinese nation, which I am now 
distributing, in which I treat the matter upon the 
principles of the Gospel. After having held fre- 
quent conversations on the subject with the high- 
est officers of state, I feel confident, that our in- 
tercourse with China will be greatly extended, 
as soon as we seriously demand it and insist 
upon it. 
2. Composition of tracts for distribution. — 
Others have done much in this good work, but 
for China itself much remains to be done. I 
have written several large essays. Some are 
printed, others still in press. If the Saviour 
grants health and strength, I intend to publish 
sixteen different essays, in a series. This will 
cause a great deal of expense, but the God whom 
I serve is rich. The distribution of tracts and 
Bibles has been carried on very successfully. 
‘Jn no part of Asia where I have been, is there so 
great a demand, and so many myriads of readers. 
Joining this with the preachnig of the Gospel, I 
trust in God, that even by these feeble efforts 
some good may come for China. 


3. Treatises upon useful science. — 

The Chinese periodical, which will be carried 
on, is a small beginning. Upon the request of a 

ntleman I have also written an essay upon po- 
itical economy, and hope to extend the sphere 
considerably, as soon as I return to Canton. 1 
am preparing Chinese types for the purpose, a 
very expensive work. ‘To ensure the wide circu- 
Jation throughout the Chinese empire of both 
scientific and religious works, I am now engag- 
ing a Chinese bookseller, who has very large 
dealings, and wish to make him in the scientific 
department my publisher. There is ai? immense 
field for literary exertions. 1 humbly hope that 
science, allied with the glorious Gospel, will 
have some share in emancipating China from 
bigotry. 

4. Medical practice. 

This has Bre been combined with the 
preaching of the Gospel and the distribution of 
tracts. Often I have been almost suffocated by 
the crowde of applicants, but I care very little for 
hard labour, if God is glorified, and the wants of 
my fellow creatures relieved. 

ere are minor points which equally deserve 
attention, but I have already wearied you with 
a long letter. Suffice it to say, that as long as the 
Almighty sustains me, poor sinner, my days will 
be devoted to the welfare of China. 

A citizen of the world, and adopted by the ce- 
lestial empire, I rove with unbounded liberty. 
For these five years I have lived upon the divine 
bounty, and have never wanted any thing. 
Though I foresee that the prosecution of the great 
work will require immense sums, I leave that to 
him who says. “the gold and silver is mine.” 

- All the noble friends in America and England, 
who wish to unite to this paspones may rest as- 
eured that their assistance will be highly wel- 
come and indispensably necessary. You will 
receive succinct accounts of the operations, and 
@ comprehenaive view of the sphere of labours. 
I wish sincerely that my name ‘may be forgotten, 
being only an humble instrument, unworthy the 

trast, and inadequate to the task. Some 
statements in the American ag about me were 
incorrect. I should wish that the work, rather, 
and not the persons engaged in it, might draw 
attention. 

Thanks to the noble unknown friends who sus- 

tain me by their prayers. I hope to see the fruits 


of them to-morrow, when I intend “to visit my 


parishoners* in this district, without doubt the 


are you in your blessed country when compared 
with these wretches, whose life and death is ab- 
solute misery. Nevertheless they consider them- 
selves the only enlightened nation upon the earth, 
aiming at transforming the world. You would 
be amused with hearing them talk about the 
transforming influence of the celestial empire, 
which rules over all the seas, and keeps all na- 
tions—the Americans included—in subjection. 
As I am not equally puffed up, I am viewed as a 
forlorn child, inflicted with barbarism—in a truly 
pitiful state. 

Present my kindest 1egards to all the friends 
who love the Lord, and feel interest in the great 
cause, and pray for, dear Sir, your most obliged 
servant. Cuas. 


* Mr. C. considers all the Chinese as his parishoners.— 
Eds. Obs. 


CONVERSION OF A CATHOLIC. 


We think our readers will be pleased and edified 
by the following narrative, which we translate 
from the Archicres du Christianisme, of the 11th 
of last January. The Editor of the Archieves 


gives it as an extract from a letter, and vouches 
for its truth.—Standard, 


Mr, Editor.—\ have thought that the following 
narrative might be interesting to the readers of 
the Archieves, a recent testimony of the faithful- 
ness of God towards an inquiring soul, and of 
his power to save, however unworthy the instru- 
ment which he may deign to employ. 

On ascension-day, (1831,) upon coming out of 
church, I was accosted by a shabby looking per- 
son, who, with an earnest, but humble and timid 
air, asked me if I could procure him a Bible. I 
acknowledge, to my shame, that after casting on 
him a look of indifference, I said pointing to Mr. 
M., ** Look, follow that gentleman; he will sell 
you one.”” He thanked me, and departed. In 
the course of the day, Mr. M. said to me: “I 
saw the man whom you directed tome; he was 


not content with one Bible; he wanted three; I 


hesitated to give them, because he had not money 
to pay for them; at last I yielded to his importu- 
nity, but if I may judge from his exterior, I much 
fear that my Bibles are lost.” 

O, what a rash judgment we had formed ! 
, (this is the man’s name,) had at first 
intended to take but one Bible; bit on seeing a 
great number at Mr. M.?s, he thought of his rela- 
tions and friends. ‘To carry to them the Book of 
God !—this idea filled him with joy, and if he 
could have been permitted, he would have taken 
many more than three of them. and for an end 
very different from that for which we suspected 

im. 

Poor M——, a Catholic and a lace maker, 
hastened away with his Bibles. Some time had 
elapsed and I had entirely forgotten him, when 
Mr. M., more faithful than I in the service of his 
Master, said to me: ** Do you knaw that M —— 
walks well, and that I believe him to be convert- 
d?” How replied I, that man to whom you 
gave the Bibles some time ago?—* The same ; 
I = sight of him, and visited him; and now he 
proclaims the Gospel toa multitude of Catholics, 
who meet at his house after their meals.” At 
these words, I felt a painful stricture round my 
heart. Wretch! I said to myself, the Lord, had 
a soul which he would save in thy church, and 
foreseeing thy unfaithfulness, he caused Mr. M. 
to come one hundred and fifty leagues, to do this 
work. I received a most impressive lesson, I 
prayed Mr. M. to bring this man to me. He 
came. To describe the feelings of his soul, 
which lighted up his features, and spoke on his 
gestures, is for me impossible. His soul was 
filled with the ‘first love.”? I could not for a 
moment doubt the reality of his conversion. I 
took notice that many passages of his New 
Testament were underlined. He told me that 
during eight days, he had been at first deeply 
distressed, and afterwards filled with unspeak- 
able joy. He pressed me with great ear- 
nestness to visit him, adding that I might con- 
duct a meeting of Catholics at his house. He 
received with joy the promise that I would com- 
ply with his request. : 

His house was filled with hearers, who appear- 
ed to listeh very attentively. M , above all, 
was remarked for the eagerness of his attention to 
the word. Ihope that the meeting was blessed ; 
the Lord was with us. After meeting, as it was 
dark, M. would bear me company. As we 
were walking, I overheard him fetch a sigh. 
*“ What ails you?” said I to him—* Ah! sir, I 
wish to ask a great favour of you, but I dare not. 
I have a brother in Paris; I wish he were inform- 
ed what has happened to me, and that he were 
exhorted to follow me in the way of salvation.” 
“Be easy, M , I shall write to him.” 
** Well, sir, I thank you; but I have one thing 
more to request of you. I have a sister and a 
brother-in-law two leagues from this; they know 
not Jesus, for some days I have felt anxious to go 
and see them, but I am so ignorant—if you could” 
—* I will go with you, M .”’ * Ah! sir, it is 
God who has put it into your heart; let us go very 
soon; when will you come?”’ * We shall go to- 
morrow, after the afternoon service.”’? Ileft M——, 
who departed full of joy. 

Next day, after the afternoon service, we set 
out. On our way, I said to him: * You helieve 
then, M , that your sins are pardoned ?”” *O 
yes, certainly.”” ** But what did you do to obtain 
this forgiveness ?’’ ‘+I said: Lord, I am a great 
sinner: but, behold all my sins,—I lay them at 
the foot of the cross,—give me in exchange thy 
blood and thy righteoussness !"’ “+ Dear brother,”’ 
said I, seizing his hand, ** God has taken you at 
your word, the exchange is made, and you are 
blessed. But had you any religious thoughts be- 
fore your conversion?” Yes; but especially 
after hearing your sermon on Ascension-day, I was 
affected, and desired to get possession of a Bible. 
Before that time, I was a devoted Catholic; I 
went to mass, to confession, and at processions, I 
carried the cross. But I have exchanged that 
heavy cross of iron for the true cross, which I 
carry in my heart; and O how light it is !”’ 

- Being arrived at the cottage, which formed the 
termination of our walk, we entered. I had be- 
fore me M——., his sister, and his brother-in-law ; 
these two latter standing stock still, and directin 
their looks alternately from M to me, an 
from me to JN », seemed astonished at the 
sight of their brother, whose whole air announced 
a man who had some great news to communicate. 
He already had his New Testament in his hand, 
and appeared to wait with anxiety for me to com- 
mence the conversation. Seeing thatI did notdo 
it, he began himself, and wisdom flowed from 
the mouth of this babe in faith. He spoke for 
more than half an hour with a force, a truth, and 
even an eloquence, which charmed his little au- 
ditory. I was deeply affected. We prayed, and 
and I retired. to sleep in a neighbouring country 
house. Next morning, I rejoined M at the 
house of his relations. ‘They had not gone to bed 
until the night was far advanced ; the sister was 
convinced of the truth of her brother’s words; the 
astonished husband said nothing, but with his 
head depressed made signs of assent. We spoke 
again, and after having prayed, we took our 
leave and were departing, when the sister called 
her brother back, and said to him privately: 

“« Brother, thou tellest the truth; but if I do as 
thou hast done, I must not go any more to confes- 
sion, and if I should die, who will bury me !—the 
curate would not doit.” ‘ Oh!” replied M——, 
smiling, “let the dead bury their dead; follow 


® 


Jesus, look to the salvation of thy soul, and for 


the rest, the good Lord will provide.” 


most degraded in the large Parish. How happy | M 


As we were returning to the town, I read to 
some pages of Milner. On hearing the 
confession of the martyrs of the fifth century, 
he cried out in a transport of joy: “That is 
admirable! my brethren and sisters, fifteen hun- 
dred years ago, believed as I do, and experienc- 
ed what I experience.” M told me a multi- 
tude of interesting circumstances, and I discover- 
ed that he posseased remarkable powers. I have 
left the church where he resides, but he per- 
severes; he holds meetings; he is unwearied in 
his efforts; his wife, his son, and many others 
have been either converted, or become well dis- 
posed, through his instrumentality. 


For The Presbyterian. 


“ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his.” ) 


O, Tuou! who art the sinner's stay, 
When heart and flesh do fail, 
Who pointest to that narrow way 
Which leads within the vail— 
Shine from on high and chase the gloom 
‘That shrouds the dark and lonely tomb. 


When trembling on the brink of death, 
No human helper near, 
Come thou, like summer’s earlicst breath, 
Upon the captive’s ear ; 
Whisp’ring of flower, and sung, and bird, 
‘That his young heart with rapture stirr’d. 


Death’s dim dominions thou canst span 
With rainbow gleams of heaven ; 
And end with light where gloom began, 
And tell of glories given, 
To those who walk, by faith, the way _ 
That leads to everlasting day. 


How mean earth’s choicest treasurcs are 
To the poor captive soul, 
Who iain would mount from star to star, 
And speed from pole to pole, 
Or spring beyond the upper sky, 
Where angel wings forever fly. 


The spirit pines for those bright flowers 
The pure in heart shall win— 
And longing chides the lingering hours 
That gently lead it in— 
‘There liie’s tempestuous storms are o’er, 
And waves of sin can beat no more.. 


How gladly would we leave this earth, 
Its sparkling streains, its skies; 
Its fading flowers, its kindling mirth, 
And all the charms that rise 
‘l'o chain with silver cords the heart, 
Whose fondest wish is to DEPART. 


Aye, to depart, and join the throng 
‘That circles round the thronc, 
Harping but one cternal song— 
“ The deeds that grace hath done.” 
Break, break, my soul, thy bonds of clay, 
And seek those realms of endless day! 


For the Presbyterian. 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Letter from the Rev. R. Armstrong, Missionary 
to the Sandwich Islands, addressed to the Rev. 
Wun. Nevins of Baltimore, dated Island of Molo- 
kai, May 16, 1833. 


(Concluded.) 


I will now say a word about education. There 
are about twenty-three thousand of the people 
who can read, some of them well, and some but 
poorly. Of these a number understand a little 
geography, arithmetic, and writing, and have ac- 
quired considerable information: and besides this 
number there are perhaps more than as many 
more in the schools, who for want of industry 
and proper instructions, have made but little 
progress in learning. ‘There are many schools 
taught by native teachers, but the teachers them- 
selves are too defective in qualifications to lead 
their pupils on very rapidly. Schools for the im- 
provement of native teachers however are now 
held atall the stations, besides a high-school under 
the direction of Mr. Andrews, by which means it 
is hoped the common schools will be supplied 
with more efficient teachers, and a strong impulse 
thus given to education. That the natives are 
not deficient in mental qualities we have daily 
proof. Their minds are so destitute of cultivation, 
that they cannot enter into abtruse subjects, nor 
pursue a long train of close reasoning, but this is 
to be expected. Their memories are retentive and 
accurate, and they are more fond of exercising them 
than any otherfaculty. There is a great proneness 
among them to learn things merely by rofe, with- 
out attending at all to the meaning of what they 
are learning. In fact they are an unthinking peo- 
ple, and it is exceedingly difficult to rouse them 
to study or reflection. A considerable number at 
all the stations comgnit a verse of Scripture every 
day, and the seven verses of the week constitute 
the Sunday school lesson where it is explained 
to them. The facility with which they get a sub- 
sistence affords them much time to attend to books 
and schools, if they would only improve their time, 
but they are very indolent. 

IT would here remark that all the New Testa- 
ment is translated, and of the Old Testament, 
Genesis, part of Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus, 
all of Deuteronomy, and twenty-four Psalms, are 
printed and in circulation. Besides these, a geo- 
graphy, two arithmetics, a hymn book, some 
original tracts and catechisms are in circulation. 
In some places these books are sought after with 
a good deal of eagerness; but lately the people 
care Jess about them than formerly : this is par- 
ticularly the case in districts adjacent to the king's 
residence. It is by means of books, that we pro- 
cure vegetables and other articles for our tables. 
3. Of the Mission. Thereare now ten stations 
occupied on the five largestislands, at each of which 
there are two missionaries, except three, one on 
Oahu, one on Mani, and one on Molokai. At the 
oldest of these stations, good houses have been 
erected either of stone or wood, but nearly one 
half, of the families live in native houses, not yet 
being able to build better ones. The house I now 
live in is just twelve feet square inside and stands 
in the midst of a beautiful clump of the laauhala 
tree, which makes the finest shade, and its fruit is 
quite aromatic; we are within a minute’s walk of 
the sea shore, and occasionally can see a whale 
or some other monster of the deep sporting in 
the waves before our door. At most of the sta- 
tions vegetables can be purchased plentifully for 
books, and fish are often sent tons by the natives. 
To day we dined on the soup of a turtle more 
than three feet long and two feet broad; but this 
island abounds with fish ponds and fish more than 
any other of the group. We have the finest of 
sweet potatoes, kalo, cabbage, &c. There is also 
an article of diet we procure here in abundance, 
that is substantially the same as arrow root: of 
this we are all very fond, and as we have a pretty 
good supply of milk to eat it with, it constitutes 
the principal part of our living. Melons abound, 
of the finest kind, and we need nothing in the 
way of food but flour. This must all be import- 
ed, so must all our clothing, and this is no small 


expense to the Board, though our garments are of | 


the most economical kind. Excuse me for talk- 
ing about trifles, and bear with me a little longer. 
All the families have native domestics to assist in 
household affairs, and they are of great service, af- 
ter considerable training, but they are at first ex- 
tremely awkward, and often occasion a great deal 
of vexation and care, as they are seldom very 
honest or extremely cleanly. 

The labour of the brethren consists in preaching, 
teaching in the schools, translating, writing books, 
selling books, &e. The labour of preaching here 
is very fatiguing. The meeting houses are com- 


monly built of poles and grass, are very spacious, 
and the congregations on the Sabbath from one to 
three thousand. These together with the heat of 
the climate render preaching laborious. ‘There 
are commonly two, and sometimes three services 
on the Sabbath, besides the Sabbath school, which 
is one of the most promising exercises we have. 
Every scholar repeats seven verses and then they 
are all catechised on the meaning and application. 
It is very gratifying to observe the interest the 
natives take in this pleasing exercise. The num- 
ber that attend the Sunday school I do not exactly 
know: they commonly recite well. Besides preach- 
ing at the central stations, there are many out sta- 
tions to which the brethren goand preach when oth- 
er duties will allow of it. This is also fatiguing, as 
travelling on these islands is every where tiresome, 
owing to the multitude of rocks, lava, and precipi- 
ces. The brethren also take occasional excursions 
around their respective districts to examine into 
the state of the schools, preach, and distribute 
books. On all these out-excursions we meet with 
the greatest hospitality among the natives. Ona 
recent tour I took in company with Br. Hitch- 
cock to the eastern end of this island, we had 
not travelled more than ten miles before we 
found a fine hog just roasted and ready for us; a 
light footed fellow had scampered ahead and told 
that we were coming, and so the entertainment 
was prepared in haste, and whcre we arrived 
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, we found two fine 
fat hogs roasting for us, but we had to fall to, 
without plate, knife or fork, and pork never relish- 
ed better. If I had room and time, I would like 
here to describe to you a piece of beautiful scenery 
formed by a cascade falling over a precipice some 
hundreds of feet, and forming a charming limpid 
lake, surrounded by a deep dense forest, and lofty 
mountains, but J] must return to the subject of 
labour. ‘I'hose of the sisters whose health and 
families will allow them to engage in school, de- 
vote their attention to the women and children, 
and no part of the nation present a more inviting 
field than the children. ‘hey are commonly fond 
of school, and are very docile and manageable. 
Their improvement is also very gratifying. I 
might have mentioned above, that besides the 
preaching on Sabbath, there is a lecture during 
the week, and also a conference for prayer. The 
Poalima and Poaha meetings, i. e. meetings into 
which none were permitted to enter but the moral 
and those who professed to be seeking salvation, 
are now generally discouraged by the brethren, 
although they were very popular among the na- 
tives, as they were thought to create invidious 


| distinctions, produce a pharisaical spirit, and were 


regarded as stepping stones to church member- 
ship. Of these meetings no doubt you have read 
much in the Herald. We have just had our 
quarterly examination at this station, at which 
about eighteen hundred scholars were examined, 
and some of them gave much satisfaction while 
others could only spell a little, or had committed 
a verse for the occasion. 1 suppose three hundred 
out of the eighteen hundred can be said to read 
well and some understand a little geography and 
arithmetic, and can write. They all sat in the 
church (which is large) in direct lines, with each 
teacher at the head of his school, and one rank 
rose at a time when we passed along and heard 
each one read a verse or two, or spell a little, &c. 
These examinations are exceedingly popular; 
many of the schools travelled over a wretched 
road more than thirty miles, merely to show how 
they could read or spell; but it is profitable to 
them to be examined, as they are thereby stimu- 
lated to attend more to their books. I have been 
attempting to teach them music, but for this their 
organs are not well suited. Their voices are com- 
monly coarse, harsh, and unmanageable, perhaps 
owing to the numerous harsh and guttural sounds 
in their language. They improve however by 
exercise. On the close of our examination, Hoo- 
piliwahine the wife of the Governor of Maui, 
made a very sensible and pertinent address to the 
people, in which she exhibited both a Christian 
spirit and strong desire for their improvement in 
education. She is an uncommonly large woman, 
commanding in address and fluent in delivery. 


The work of translating and writing elemen- 
tary books, tracts, &c. is going on. Different 
parts are assigned to different individuals, and 
after the work has passed through their hands, 
it is revised by a committee previous to pub- 
lication, so that nothing is printed without 
the utmost care and attention. Much time and 
study is necessarily devoted to this department of 
labour, and the more, because the natives are de- 
sirous of books, and it is proper that they should 
be rapidly supplied. Here you can see the im- 
portance of a good library to a missionary. 
Phere is no kind of knowledge, scientific, moral 
or political, which would be of use to a man any 
where, that he may not turn to good account 
here. The nation needs all kinds of knowledge, 
and is in a-great measure destitute of it. They 
need to be taught the arts, laws and institu- 
tions of civilized nations: they need to be made 
acquainted with their own resources, civil and 
political, and above all with the word of God. 
To these ends books are needed, and in order to 
make them, the missionary needs the aid of books. 

Having spoken of labours, I would now say a 
word about missionary trials and privations, but 
such as we have here are scarcely worthy to be 
named, when compared with those of others in 
other fields, even in our own country: to be sepa- 
rated in ** these ends of the earth”’ from all civil- 
ized society, and especially from dear friends, 
and be surrounded by a simple and ignorant, as 
well as wicked people, most of whose society is 
unpleasant, is a privation it is true, and some- 
times makes the missionary feel solitary, but 
when we feel the importance of our work, and 
call to mind the uncertainty and vanity of all 
earthly sources of enjoyment, in connexion with 
the shortness of our days and the nearness 


-of our rest, such privations dwindle away: 


we forget where we are and with whom we 
are, if we may only win Christ, and be found 


in him, having finished the work he has given us 
to do. 


But perhaps the severest trial we experience 
here, arises from solicitude about our children, 
of whom there are now fifty-two in this mission. 
Such is the state of society around us, that a 
child over one year of age cannot be intrusted 
one moment to nativesalone. ‘They readily catch 
the native language, become fond of native com- 
pany, and of course, will quickly learn native 
habits and conversation, however immoral in their 
tendency ; so that unless a child is most rigor- 
ously excluded from the natives, in a short time 
it will become a native itself in every sense of the 
word. May the Lord save us from such a ¢a- 
lamity! After children are twelve or fourteen 
years old, this is no place for them. ‘To say no- 
thing of their exposure to moral ruin, how are 
they to be employed ! and how educated, unless 
by devoting time to them which ought to be given 
to the perishing souls of the heathen? American 
Christians have little idea of the anxiety parents 
feel here for their offspring, and of the time mothers 
must devote to them. Some of them are fourteen 
years old, and cannot now be continually kept 
from temptation; they become weary of restraint 
and wish to go abroad. But what can be done, 
or ought to be done for them by the church at 
home, I am not qualified to judge. It has seem- 
ed to me however, time, high time, that the 
Christian public were properly informed on this 
subject : if they were, no doubt God, whose pro- 
mise is to the children of the faithful, would put it 
into their hearts to make suitable provision for 
them, as many of them have no friends to whom 
they can look for support and protection. I speak 


more freely on this subject because I am not now 
personally interested in it. 3 


I must now begin to bring this long letter to a 
close. But allow me first to single out two or 
three points for you and your people to look at 
and consider well, that you may have the more 
interest in the welfare of these islanders. 

In the first place, you will see from what IT 
have written, that this is a nation within whose 
reach the bountiful God of nature has placed the 
most ample resources for becoming prosperous 
and happy in the things of this life. The soil is 
fertile, their climate salubrious, their commerce 
profitable, and their location advantageous. But 
what are all natural advantages to a people 
without industry, skill, or disposition to avail 
themselves of them—a people who know not the 
value of the treasures God has bestowed upon 
them? as need to be roused, enlightened, and 
made to feel their consequence as rational and 
accountable beings. How desirable then is it 
that the glorious work which has commenced 
here, should go on and prosper, and that a nation 
of children should speedily acquire the intelli- 
gence, and importance of inanhood? It is 
remarkable that among those classes of the people 
who have felt most of the power of the Gospel, 
there has been by far the greatest improvement in 
industry, education mode of living. and even in 
external appearance. ‘This tells us at once what 
is to be done to render the nation flou:ishing and 
happy even in this life. It is to preach Christ 
crucified. This has tamed the wild and fierce 
spirit of the Indian, and quickened, stimulated, and 
roused the heart of the Greenlander, and it is this 
alone which has raised up the Sandwich Islan- 
der from his filth and swinishness, and causes 
him to live like a civilized man. 

2d. While the success of the Gospel here 
should stand as a severe reproof to the incre- 
dulous and parsimonious, at the same time it 
Should encourage and stimulate those by whose 
instrumentality it was sent. What greater re- 
ward could they desire than they have received ? 
have not their most sanguine hopes been more 
than realized? What Janguage can express, or 
what arithmetic can calculate the value of the bles- 
sings they have been instrumental in conferring 
upon this nation? Although it has scarcely more 
than begun to be Christianized, we see the happy 
effects of the Gospel every where, and every day 
before our eyes. Within a half hour’s walk of 
where I now write there are no less than three 
rude ancient heathen temples, (one of which is a 
rectangular solid pile of stones, three hundred 
feet long and fifty feet wide,) upon which many 
a miserable pagan has been offered in sacrifice to 
a block of wood. Men and women are around us 
daily who acknowledge themselves to have been 
guilty of the most shocking crimes, such as murder, 
infanticide, worshiping of idols, beasts, reptiles, 
and of theft, &c. But those days of cruelty and 
wretchedness are gone by; through the abound- 
ing mercies of God and the benevolence of his 
eople, brighter days have dawned upon this 
enighted nation. Here are now enjoyed the 
sacred stillness of the Sabbath, the worship of 
the sanctuary, the Bible, and the living teacher. 
Here too are those who, under these means of 
grace, we trust, are fast ripening for seats in glory, 
thongh but vesterday as it were, they knew not 
there was a God; and whose hearts can respond 
with the liveliest emotions to the language of 
the Prophet, ** How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace !” 

3d. From what I have written, you will sce how 
incorrect is animpression, which I fear is too com- 
mon in some parts of the United States, that this 
field is now supplied with the means of salvation, 
and so astonishingly rapid has been the march of 
the Gospel and the improvement of the people, 
that they can scarcely any longer demand the 
rayers, sympathies, or contributions of Christians. 

ut it is an impression both erroneous in itself and 
exceedingly injurious to the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s cause. It arises from a practical exagger- 
ation of one class of facts and a total concealment 
of others, which ought to be viewed in close con- 
nexion with them, in order to see things as they 
are. It is calculated also to deprive us and those 
for whose salvation we labour, of the benefit of 
the prayers and sympathies of our fellow Chris- 
tians, which we value next to the grace of God. 
The fact is, spreading the mantle of charity over 
as many as we can, it will not cover more than 
one thousand people; there are then, yet one hun- 
dred and forty-nine thousand, to say the least, out 
of the kingdoin of heaven, and exposed to an ag- 
gravated doom, in this nation: and you can form 
some imperfect idea of their pitiful state from 
what you have read in this letter. O then, is this 
the time for Christians to fold their hands and 
congratulate themselves on the almost accomplish- 
ment of the good work to which they have sent us? 
Enough has been done to show what may be 
done; and ought not this rather to gladden and 
stimulate their hearts, and draw forth their efforts, 
than lead them to think, because something is 
done all is done and therefore they may turn their 
efforts and prayérs some other way ? 

The reason of our residing at this station at 
resent is with a view to benefit the health of 

rs. A. which became quite feeble at Honolulu. 
It is however, much improved, and her spirits are 
calm and cheerful, as they uniformly are. A good 
wife is an inestimable treasure anywhere, but by 
taking her among the heathen, her value is in- 
creased a thousand fold. The time of our general 
meeting is just approaching , and we are awaiting 
with some solictude the decision of the Marque- 
sas question, which has been to us a source of no 
small perplexity. The result I will tell you in 
this letter before it is closed; when you will re- 
ceive it, I know not. We know of no vessel go- 
ing to the U. S. before September or October, but I 
write now lest I should not have leisure at anoth- 
ertime. Mrs. A. will write the ladies, and I will 
only say thatI lovethem much, if for nothing else 
for their works’ sake. 

Your affectionate brother, 
R. ARMSTRONG. 


Honolulu, June 19, 1833. 

The members of the mission assembled at Laha- 
ina and commenced business two weeks since and 
are still insession. ‘he Marquesas question has 
been decided, and by the Ist of July, brothers 
Alexander, Parker and myself, with our families, 
expect to sail for this land of darkness and sin. 
We have come to this place to make preparation 
for our departure, and have chartered a brig that 
was built in Baltimore (called a Baltimore cutter) 
to carry us to Nuuhiva for one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. ‘The length of our passage we ex- 
pect to be from twenty-five to fifty days. ~The 
reasons why we have hesitated so long about tak- 
ing this mission are, 1. The London Missionary 
Society has claimed the field, and has been re- 
quested by its missionaries in the South Seas 
to occupy it speedily. 2. The want of more 
labourers in this field. 3. The want of a phy- 
sician to accompany us. But notwithstanding 
these objections to our going, it was thought 
best by the brethren to go forward and take the field 
immediately, partly becauge of the expectations of 
the churches at home, partly because of the deter- 
minations of the Board, and more than all, by the 
— wants and earnest solicitations of the 

arquesians themselves, who have built usa house 
and are ready to build a meeting house, and are 
waiting impatiently for our arrival. Can we then 
refuse to go and carry the bread of life? Dare we 
tarry any longer here, while their cries and the 
woes of their present condition, come up Into our 
ears and appeal to our feelings of compassion? | 
have not any very extensive or definite informa- 
tion as to those islands or their population, but so 
far as I do know, the climate differs in ho impor- 


tant respects from that of these Islands; perhaps 
it is a little warmer; at least the maximum of 


cold on these islands is greater than on those, be- 
cause of the superior elevation of the Hawaian 
mountains, Their productions are chiefly bread 
fruit, cocoa nut, kalo and potatoes, besides goats, 
hogs and fowls. The harbours for ships are con- 
venient and safe. Fifteen ships have recruited at 
Nuuhiva this spring. The people are said to be 
naturally superior to those of these Islands, and 
are now in a favourable posture for the introduc- 
tion of the Gospel ; but they have al) gone astray 
from God, and worship wood and stone and cree 
ing things. ‘Their vices are of the most shocking 
kind, such as licentiousness, theft, cannibalism, 
war, treachery and the whole offspring of our 
fallen nature. And now, dear brother, when you 
hear that your unworthy missionary has gone into 
such a barbarous land, where the lusts of the hu- 
man heart are perfectly unbridled, and where the 
fountains of moral life are polluted and poisoned 
—gone to prepare a high way for the Lord, a way 
of holiness over which the unclean shall not pass, 
will it not give fervour to your prayers in our be- 
half, and awaken your tender solicitude for the 
success of ourcause? I feel confident that it will, 
and this very confidence strengthens the inner 
man. I never felt more the need of faith than I 
now do. The responsibilities of the missionary 
enterprise are tremendous, to say nothing of the 
labours, hardships, and trials, with which it is at- 
tended. Our example, spirit, conduct and doc- 
trine, are to affect the destinies, not only of those 
who now live, but of millions yet unborn, and for- 
ever. And what but an unshaken confidence in 
the promise of the Saviour’s presence and help 
can enable us to engage in it with cheerfulness 
and vigour? Pray then, dear brother, that our faith 
fail not, and that the Lord will prosper us in our 
work. I fear, not so much outwar 
labours, hardships and privations, as I do this 
evil heart of unbelief, that so often wanders from 
God and becomes cold, hard and stupid, even 
amidst objects calculated to awaken every sympa- 
thy, and excite every feeling. 

Mrs. Armstrong is in tolerable health now, and 
very cheerful in the prospect of spending her days 
in labouring for the good of the heathen. She 
has always been ahead of me on the Marquesas 
subject, and has had no small influence in bring- 
ing me to the conclusion togo. We have asweet 
little daughter (Caroline Porter) now eleven 
months old, whose exposure to native pollution 
and vice will no doubt occasion us much anxiety. 
But we must do our best to preserve her and 
leave the result with God. We go without a 
physician, which we regret, but itis unavoidable, 
and we must here also exercise faith. For the 
last four months, I have devoted most of my time 
to the study and practice of medicine, and have 
become quite a quack, ; 

You wish to know our wants: well I will men- 
tion one or two things which would be of great 
service to us, light clothing for Mrs. A. and her 
child, madeup. II| she had plenty of this, it would 
relieve her from the labour and care of making 
them, and enable her to devote much more of her 
time to instructing the natives, which your ladies 
cannot do, while they can do the other. I think 
missionary economy requires, that suitable cloth- 
ing be sent us, already made up, and then, more 
time and Jabour can be laid out in doing good to 
the people. Any kind of clothing suitable for 
your summer months will be suitable here. The 
lighter and more substantial the better. If your 
people feel very liberal, they may also put up a 
few garments, suchas pantaloons, coats, and light 
stockings for me, as I expectto be almost destitute 
by the time supplies can reach us from the United 
States. If you send any, please let them he of 
good quality. If you weald send a box to the 
Missionary Rooms by September: 1834, I would 
receive it in the spring of 1835. 

Yours, affectionately 
R. ArmsTrona. 


From the Journal of the Institute at Flushiog. 
MY PORCELAIN SLATE. 


instead of sermons, they attempt what is often 
above them as inen, and always below them as 
ministers. No wonder that with so uncertain an 
aim, they hit no mark. 


INTERCESsion.— We can imagine no duty more 
acceptable to God, than that of intercéssion. 
Prayer for ourselves requires faith and hope, but 
praver for others requires also charity. Every act 
of intercession is thus an exercise of faith, hope, 
and charity, and therefore cannot be in vain. 


Divinity or Curist.—** How often,” exclaims 
the Saviour over Jerusalem, ** would I have gath- 
ered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not.”"—-What mere prophet, uttering these words, 
would not have added, * saith the Lord of Hosts.”” 
But Christ utters them in his own name: * How 
often would J have gathered thee under the wings 
of my love.”® God, by the calls of a succession 
of prophets, would often have gathered Jerusalem 
under his wings. Christ says He had done so, 


and thus asserts both his pre-existence and his 


Divinity. 

Love.—It is love which makes the difference 
between angels and devils. In point of intellect, 
these two extremes of the moral universe may be 
on an equality. The arch fiend and the arch angel 
are both possessed of consummate intelligence; 
but in one it rages with malice, in the other it 
smiles with love. Satan and his associates, may 
have lost none of the superior understanding with 
which they were originally endowed; neverthe- 
less, their habitation is hell. All tl:eir sagacity 
and knowledge serve nothing to soften their moral 
deformity, or to mingle one ray of light with the 
blackness of their dungeons. To supreme intel- 
ligence the unfallen spirits add supreme benevo- 
lence, and therefore their habitation is heaven. 
Accordingly, those among men whom we call 
angels, are not the lofty in intellect, the brilliant 
in genius, but the active in charity. Not a New- 
ton, “high priest of nature” as he was, but a 
Howard, a Brainerd, or a Reynolds. And in the 
blessed Redeemer, what was it that made him, 
even as a human being, ** Chief among ten thou- 
sand—and altogether lovely?’? Not that *he 
spake as never man spake,” but that “he went 
about doing good,””—that his lips were as full of 
Grace” as of ** Truth.” 


THE CHURCH BELL. 


[The following beautiful lines are taken from 
a late number of the “ Magazine of the Beau 
Monde.”’} 


One hour the bell 

Its marriage music gave ; 
The next, a knell 3 

Resounded o’er a grave. 
That bell is rife 

With fate; fatal its breath ! 
A voice of life 

It hath,—a tongue of death ! 
Inviting half mankind to glee; 
The other to eternity ! 


ELOQUENCE. 


none but the serious and hearty love of truth ; and 
that whose mind soever is fully impressed with a 
fervent desire to know good things, and with the 
dearest charity to infuse the knowledge of them 
into others,—when such a. man would speak, his 
words, like so many nimble apd siry servitors, 
trip about him at command and in well ordered. 


files, as he would with, fall aptly: into. thetr 
places.” 


difficulties, 


A Mistaxe.—When clergymen deliver essays | 


“ True eloquence,” says Milton, “7 find to be 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


Frum the New York Observer. 


SYNOD OF THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH—CASE OF PROFESSOR M:CLELLAND. 
The committee té whom Was referred the Sermon of the Rev. Professor M:Clelland, respectfully 


_Yeport, that they have compared the said | 
followitg a8 the result of their investigation. 


following heads: Of 
Conf 
css ny, 4, p- 
We believe that God. created 
man, being in honour, 
he understood it not, neither knew 
his excellency, but wifully sub- 
jected himself to sin, and conse- 
quently to death and the curse, 
giving ear to the words of the De- 
or the commandment of life 
which he had received, he trans- 
sed, and by sin separated him- 


self from God, who was his true 


life, having corrupted his whole 
nature; whereby he made himself 
liable to corporal and spiritual 
death. And being thus become 
wicked, perverse and corrupt, in 
all his ways, he hath lost all his 
excellent gifts which he had re- 
ceived from God, and only re- 
tained a few remains thereof, 
which, however, are sufficient to 
leave man without excuse; for 
all the light which was in us is 
changed into darkness, as the 
Scriptures teach us, saying: 
* The light shineth in darkness, 
and the darkness comprehended 
it not;”? where John calleth men 
darkness. ‘Therefore we reject 
all that is taught repugnant to 
this concerning the free will of 
man, since man is but a slave to 
sin; and has nothing of himself 
unless it is given him from hea- 
ven. 

Canons, 3d and 4th heads of 
doctrine, p. 158. Art. 1.—Man 
was originally formed after the 


- image of God, his understandin 


was adorned with a true an 
saving knowledge of his Creator, 
and of spiritual things; his heart 
and will were upright; all his af- 
fections were pure, and the whole 
man was holy: but revolting 
from God by the instigation of 
the Devil, and abusing the free- 
dom of his own will, he forfeited 
these excellent gifts, and on the 
contrary entailed on himself 
blindness of mind, horrible dark- 
ness, vanity and perverseness of 
became wicked, re- 

ellious, and obdurate in heart 
and will, and impure in his affec- 
tions. 

Page 159, Art. 4.—There re- 
main, however, in man since the 
fall, the glimmerings of natural 
light, whereby he retains some 
knowledge of God, of natural 
things, and of the difference be- 
tween good and evil, and disco- 
vers some regard for virtue, good 


said Sermon with the Standards of the Charch, and present the 
They have arranged the several extracts under the 


Depravity, Of Good Works, and Of Grace. 


OF DEPRAVITY. 

Sermon, p. '7.—Assuming now that human nature is compound- 
ed in the manner deseribed of various susceptibilities and propen- 
sities, each demanding its own appropriate gratification—I pro- 
ceed to observe, that the due exercise of them all in their proper 

roportions and order, constitutes the perfection of our moral be- 
ng. When the private affections are in their place, the social in 
thei:s, the religious also in theirs, then man is that noble creature 
at whose formation ** the morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy.”” In consequence, however, of the 
apostacy, a mournful revolution took place; for in departing from 
the Author of his being, he !ost the higher and nobler sensibilities 
of his bosom. That holy class of affections which could only be 
gratified by holding communion with the Father of spirits became 
extinct, and in consequence he found his meat and dfink in satie- 
fying more ignoble cravings. ‘This, my brethren, is what I call 
natural depravity. It is not the infusion of some mysterious, oc- 
cult a of positive hostility to moral rectitude, but simply 
the absence of that aptitude and disposition to become united with 
the great first fair and first good which was originally laid in 
man’s constitution, by the Author of nature, and the exercise of 
which is essential to his perfection. It is true the Holy Scrip- 
tures represent the carnal mind as enmity against God : but then, 
let it be considered, that want of love,—where love is due,—may 
Properly come under that denomination.....- 

' Page 8.—But why is it not enough to say, that in consequence 
of our progenitor’s apostacy, man has lost those habits of holiness, 
which disposed him to know and enjoy his God? why necessary 
to deny him a little miserable pittance of his former riches ? 

The Bible is explicitly in favor of the doctrine that unregener- 
ate man is not entirely divested of really valuable and praise- 
worthy qualities. Examining its page, we always find it repre- 
senting the corruption introduced by sin to respect God as the ob- 
ject. Thus shetily intimating that the other instincts and propen- 
sions of his nature are able to perform their office with propriety. 
Hence the many encomiums on men professedly unregenerate ; 
hence the certain kind of approbation with which their best ac- 
tions are rewarded. (Here follow examples of illustration.) 

Page 11.—But let me not be misunderstood. Let me not be 
charged with asserting that there is any thing in human nature 
deserving the name of holiness. We recognise the old distinction 
between holiness and virtue, as both true and important. The 
former is love to God, the want of which nothing can compensate; 
the latter is the exercise of other praiseworthy affections which it 
is practicable for every man to exercise, and in the exercise of which 
we fulfil one, though not the great purpose of our being. 

Page 13.—After all, however, it is to be strenuously contended 
that even the best actions of the unregenerate are accompanied 
with sin. But if the view which we have taken be correct, the 
sin in such cases is of a peculiar kind, and exceedingly different 
from what is generally meant by the phrase positive wickedness ; 
it is, in a word, sin of defect. By refusing to exercise the religi- 
ous affections—loving God with all his heart, and soul, and 
strength, and mind, he forfeits every claim to the divine favour and 
the rewards of holiness. - He is a sinner in all that he does, be- 
cause in all that he does he comes short of the glory of God. But 
must we therefore conclude that no legitimacy can be attached to 
the exercise of those innocent principles that have survived the 
wreck of the apostacy % 

Page 15.—We may be told that we deny the total corruption of 
human nature. In reply, it need only be observed, that if by the 
phrase ‘total corruption’’ is meant that there is nothing in hu- 
man nature but what is vile and loathsome—that utter perversion 
has seized on all its powers and affections, no such doctrine is 
contained in the sacred Scriptures. . 


order in society, and for main- 
taining an orderly external de- 
ortment. But so far is this 
ight of nature from being suffi- 


cient to wen | him to a saving 
G 


knowledge of God, and to true 

conversion, that he is | 
of using it aright, even in things 

nataral and civil. Nay, further, 

this light, such as it is, man in 

various ways renders wholly 

polluted, and holds it in unright- 

eousness, by doing’which, he be- 

comes inexcusable before God. 

Heid. Cat. 2d Lord’s day, p. 
44. Qu. 5.—Canst thou keep all 
these things [all things contain- 
ed in the law} perfectly. 

In no wise. For I am prone 
by nature to hate God and my 
neighbour. 

3d Lord’s day, Qu. 8.—Are we 
then so corrupt that we are whol- 
ly incapable of doing any good 
and inclined to all wickedness ? 
Indeed we are, except we are re- 
generated by the Spirit of God. 


> 
GOOD WORKS. 


Conf. of Faith, Art. 24, p. 23.— 
We believe that this true faith 
ceing wrought in man by the 
hearing of the word of God, and 
the operation of the Holy Ghost, 
doth regenerate and make him a 
new man, causing him to livea 
new life, and freeing him from 
the bondage of sin. | 

_ eeee Therefore it is impossible 
that this holy faith can be un- 
fruitful in man, for we do not 
speak of a vain faith, but of such 
a faith as is called in Scripture a 
faith that worketh by love, which 
excites a man to the practice of 
those works which God has com- 
manded in his word, which works 
proceed from the good 
root of faith, are good and accep- 
table in the sight of God, [foras- 
muchas they are all sanctified 


by his grace---- Moreover though 


we do good works, we do not 
found our salvation on them; for 
we can do no work ‘but what is 


polluted by our flesh, and also 


punishable. 

Catechism, 33d Lord’s day, p. 
works? 

Only those which proceed from 
a true faith, are performed accord- 
ing to the law of God, and to his 
glory. 

Cat. 3d Lord’s day, p. 44. Qu. 
8.—Are we then so corrupt that 
we are wholly incapable of doing 
any good, and inclined to all 
wickedness ? 

Indeed we are, except we are 
regenerated by the Spirit of God. 


| ON GRACE. 

Canons, 1st head, Art. 8, p. 151.—There are not various 
decrees of election, but one and the same decree respecting 
all those who shall be saved, both under the Old and New 
Testament: since the Scripture declares the good pleasure, 

Divine will to be one, according to 
which he hath chosen us from eternity both to grace and 
to glory—to salvation and the way of salvation, which he 
hath ordained that we should walk therein. 

Art. 9.—This election (namely to grace) 
founded upon foreseen faith and the obedience of faith, 
holiness, or any other good quality or disposition in man as 
the pre-requisite, cause or condition on which it depended ; 
bat men are chosen to faith and the obedience of faith, 
holiness, &e.; therefore election is the fountain of every 


purpose, and counsel of the 


saving good. 
3d 


and 4th heads, Art.3, p. 159.—Therefore all men are 
- conceived in sin, and by nature children of wrath, incapable 

» prone to evil, dead in sin, and in bondage 
_ thereto; and without the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit 
. they are neither able nor willing to return to God—to reform 
’ ghe depravity of their nature, nor to dispose themselves to 


of any saving 


xeformgzation. 


GOOD WORKS. 

_ Page 8.—Examining its pages, (the Bible,) we always find it 
representing the corruption introduced by sin to respect God as the 
object. Thus clearly intimating that the other instincts and pro- 
pensions of his nature are able to perform their office with pro- 
priety. Hence the many encomiums on men confessedly unre- 
generate. Hence the certain kind of approbation with which 
their best actions are rewarded. Ahab humbled himselfin dust 
and ashes; and God said to Elijah, **Seest theu how Ahab 
humbleth himself? I will not bring my wrath upon his house 
in his days.”” Now certainly none will allege that Ahab’s 
repentance proceeded from renewed principles ; yet it was so es- 
teemed by God as to bring down the most desirable of temporal 
blessings. In like manner, the idolatrous Jehoahaz turned not all 
his days from the sins of Jeroboam. Letit not be said, that these 
testimonies of approbation relate only to the outward conduct. 
This only increases the difficulty. Will the Great Being approve 
mere external conformity to the precepts of his law? Then the 


Searcher of hearts must be the friend and rewarder of hypocrisy ; | 


and what becomes'of those tremendous threatenings denounced on 
his ancient people because they approached him with their lips, 
while their hearts were far from him? Plainly therefore, these 
historical facts bear testimony to certain internal virtues and good 
dispositions in the persons spoken of. Nor is it difficult to point 
them out. Both Ahab and Jehoahaz entertained a becoming 
sense of the divine power and justice—they trembled at the 
thought of suffering the consequences of their crimes—above all 
they seem to have been actuated by an ardent patriotism and love 
of country, which induced them to humble themselves before God 
for its preservation. Now these sensibilities were his own plant- 
ing in their bosoms; and as the God of nature he could not but 
look with a degree of complacency on the work of his own hands. 

Page 12.—Let the unsophisticated feelings of our hearts de- 
cide the question,—whether in exercising gratitude to a benefac- 
tor—in stretching out the warm hand of charity to a fellow 
creature whom affliction has laid low; in stepping forward to 
the defence of injured innocence, in sacrificing brilliant pros- 
pects of safe acquisition to an honest respect for the rights ot 
others, we do not experience the delightful emotion of conscious 
rectitude. It differs, indeed, from the heavenly satisfaction of a 
conscience at peace with God in a degree; and the difference is 
so great, that I do not wonder at the unwillingness of those who 
have tasted the latter, to acknowledge any resemblance. ‘The 
resemblance, however, exists, and the moral sentiment connected 
with every exercise of virtuous sensibility, may claim affinity 
with the pure joys of the upper temple. 

Page 16.—Man is corrupi—because, though possessing many 
noble features of character, he comes into the world destitute of 
the most noble and excellent of all—love to the Being who made 
him, * God ia notin all his thoughts.” He is fofally corrupt; 
as this essential defect accompanies all his actions, rendering 
his best services light and empty in the eye of infinite purity. 
Whatever he does is sinful—because when weighed in the balance, 
it is found wanting. 

Page 18.—We conclude at present, with addressing a class of 
hearers, whom we have always considered as on some accounts 
the most interesting in our religious assemblies—those who dis- 
tinguish themselves for their high and elevated morality, and yet 
give us no reason to believe that they have experienced the great 
change which is ‘essential to a well-founded Gospel hope. My 
dear friends, the sentiments which I[ have been expressing 
throughout my discourse, and which are the sentiments of my 
heart, give a sufficient pledge that I am not going to employ the 
language of e...:.Prees on, my brother, in your virtuous 
career, continue to adorn your station, by firm unbending integri- 
ty—clothe the naked—feed the hungry—wipe the tear from the 
cheek of the mourner, and enjoy the delightful luxury of contem- 
plating the happiness your benevolence has caused. In all 


this you do well, and prove that you are a man—that exalted 


being whom God fashioned in his own likeness, and whom, 
though fallen, retains a portion of his image still. But suffera 
word of admonition from one perfectly disposed to render justice to 
your excellencies. Is there not one thing which you lack—and 
that more important than all the rest? Do you Jove him supremely? 

Here is your sin. You do the less and neglect the greater. 
You are honest, you are generous, you are grateful, you are all 
that can be wished in the social relations—but of the rock that 
begat you, you are unmindful. 7 

ON GRACE. 

Page 32.—I think it must be ac- 
knowledged, that the doctrine which 
we have been advocating is absolutely 
necessary to a complete statement of 
the sin, and inexcusableness of un- 
belief. We are authorized by it to 
assert,—that though the moral agent 
cannot regenerate himself, he may 
procure the grace of regeneration. 

Page 33.—Such also, is the very 
Janguage that shall be addressed to 
the impenitent Gospel hearer. He 
will be distinctly told, that though 
the Spirit alone could work in him, 
to will, and to do, yet this Spirit was 
as freely offered him as atonement,{par- 
don,and every other covenant blessing, 
that-by acting out his natural powers 
on the system of divinely appointed 
means, he would have as firmly secur- 
ed his salvation as if it had depended 
on his own unassisted energies. 


was not 


~ ‘PheCommittee conceive that these extracts from the Sermon of Professor M‘Clelland do not seem 
to harmonize with the extracts from the Standards of the Church, and therefore recommend that the 


ing before them, t ke such expla- 
ans-as he.may proper. By order of the Committce: 


4 


' ‘Synod afford.to Professor’ M‘Clelland the opportunity of a 
pati 


JOHN LUDLOW, Chairman. 


_ From the Christian Intelligencer. 
STATEMENT OF DOCTRINAL VIEWS MADE TO THE 
GENERAL SYNOD, BY PROFESSOR M‘CLELLAND. 


I setieve that man is totally depraved, by 
which I mean, that he comes into the world des- 
titue of holy affections. He is alienated from 
the life of God, averse from his service, and 
rebellious in all his feelings, thoughts, and pur- 
poses; so that under no circumstances has he, 
while unregenerated, performed an act of spiritual 
service. is best deeds are sinful in the sight 
of God, as they not only come short of perfect 
conformity to the law, but are totally destitute of 
the very principle of obedience. His most shin- 
ing virtues are **dead works,’’ and expose to 
eternal condemnation. 

Besides this, 1 hold that there is in him a 
proneness and bias to all the forms of positive 
wickedness, and that nothing but the hedge 
placed around him by Providence, and the re- 
straints of common grace, preserve any individual 
from exhibiting in his character, and habitual de- 
portment, the darkest tints of the description 
given by Paul in Rom. i. 29. 

To guard, however, against the horrible impu- 
tation, that we make God the author of moral 
evil, I join with all the orthodox in asserting that 


natural corruption, as to its origin and formal. 


essence, does not consist in the infusion of any 
positive sinful principle; but hold that the being 
deprived of original rectitude, viewed in con- 
nexion with man’s natural activity, is amply suf- 
ficient to account for it; averse from the true end 
of his being, he cannot but choose a false one. 
The inferior principles left to themselves, be- 
come absolute masters of the heart, the conse- 
quence of which is a state of awful disorder and 
confusion. 

With respect to the question on which I am 
alleged to speak by far too doubtfully—whether 
inherent corruption is in itself, and detached from 
its connexion with the imputation of Adam’s first 
sin, probably blameworthy and deserving of eter- 
nal death, 1 think it is one that never should be 
put, as the Bible never views our moral disease 
in this state of insulation. When pressed to 
consider it, I am always deterred from answering 
in the affirmative by this consideration—that cor- 
ruption being a tremendous calamity inflicted on 
the human race, it really appears very difficult to 
reconcile its existence with the divine justice, 
unless the subject was previously under a curse 
on account of actual transgression. 

Were there not an imputation of Adam’s guilt 
resting on the infant, how can we vindicate the 
ways of God in sending it into the world desti- 
tute of those holy and heavenly influences with 
which our nature was originally favoured, and 
the want of which infallibly mark it out as the 
child of sin and sorrow through the whole course 
of its future life? Would it not be wrong 
in God to create such a being? and supposing it 
created, would he not do equally wrong in punish- 
ing it? These are serious difficulties to those who 
deny imputation, but they do not seriously disturb 
me; for I believe that inherent corruption is not the 
primary or proper yround of the curse, but a part of 
the curse itself, inflicted on the children of Adam, 
as “sinning in him, and falling with him in his 
first transgression.”” ‘To the 15th article of our 
Confession I therefore fully subscribe, understand- 
ing the term Original Sin to include imputed guilt, 
as well as the corruption which proceeds from it: 
‘¢It is so vile and abominable in the sight of God, 
that it is sufficient to condemn all mankind.” 

I believe that while man has lost the image of 
God, there still remains within him sparks of a 
lower kind of excellence. He is gifted with vari- 
ous sensibilities, the actions performed under 
whose influence are materially. good and amiable. 
At the same time they can make no claim on the 
Divine acceptance on account of the essential de- 
fect which accompanies them. 

Their value, in a religious view, only consists in 
this—that being, as I have said, (in conformity 
with the language of all the old divines) material- 
ly good, they are to be performed rather than 
omitted, and thus they furnish a stand point to the 
servant of the Gospel, when he urges the unre- 
newed sinner to engage in that initiatory process 
of seeking and striving, which, in the great ma- 
jority of cases, precedes Were 
they positively and intrinsically evil, their per- 
formance would be as unlawful as the perpetra- 
tion of the grossest crimes; and this is the very 
ground that is taken by those who contend that 
the sinner should never be told todo any thing 
short of renewing his own heart. I firmly be- 
lieve that one reason why these timbers have been 
spared from the dreadful shipwreck of human na- 
ture is, that such objections should not be made, 
that the minister of Christ, and the Holy Spirit in 
his common operations, might find some chords in 
the human soul that would faintly vibrate to their 
touch, some matter on which they might legiti- 
mately operate. Let others untie the knot ina 
different way, but for my part, I should never 
dare to tell the sinner that it is his privilege and 
duty to pray for regenerating grace, if there were 
not that within him so far irreproachable, that the 
prayer which proceeds from it is of a very differ- 


ent nature from the belchings of the foul-mouthed 


blasphemer. 

Unregenerate virtues, in short, fail as to their 
principle and end, but being materially, and in 
their own nature, possessed of a certain kind of 
goodness, they are not to be confounded with 
positive and abandoned wickedness. 


I believe that God has made such a gracious 
rovision for sinful men, that a solid foundation is 
aid fora free offer of salvation to all indiscrimi- 

nately, and for asserting that every sinner is the 
cause of his own destruction. believe that 
though unable to restore the image of God in his 
soul; he cannot plead his inability as an excuse 
for continuing in impenitence. There are exter- 
nal and internal aids put within his reach ; (viz.) 
the word of truth the common operations of the 
Holy Spirit, and the mercy seat, in the diligent, 
honest and unwearied use of which, he may ex- 
pect to receive higher assistance, or as our Con- 
fession expresses it, ‘richer grace,” with the 
same certainty, that the labours of the diligent in 
common lifeare crowned with blessings. ‘Ihe con- 
sequence supposed by some to follow from this 
statement, is rejected with abhorrence that a certain 
degree of merit is attributed to the sinner’s exer- 
tions, or at least a congruity, which would give 
him some sort of right to claim the blessing inde- 
per:dent of the Divine arrangement. Innumerable 
instances might be given of connexions between 
events, where not the least efficiency is involved, 
and yet which are as certain as if they had not 
been entirely arbitrary. ‘The Bible is full of 
them. Witness the destruction of the walls of 
Jericho, by means so trifling that with the infidel 
they are a standing topic of ridicule: the cure of 


‘Naaman’s leprosy by bathing seven times in the 


Jordan, and the restoration of sight to the blind 
man by annointing his eyes with spittle. So far 
are unregenerated efforts from possessing intrinsic 
merit or efficiency, that they do not, even prepare 
the sinner in any proper sense of the word for his 
renovation, in which he is entirely passive. 
They are antecedents to conversion, for no other 
reason, than because God has made them such : 
though it is not denied that the arrangement bears 
manifest traces of the wisdom which governs all 
his counsels. It illustrates the benevolence of 
his character, and beautifully harmonizes withthe 
great laws of Providence, which never treats men 
as blocks and stones, even when dispensing 
blessings most gratuitously. It is calculated 
to shut the sinner’s mouth at the final day, if he 
dares to allege that he is hardly dealt with, and is 
rich in encouragement to present duty. 


Nor does the seeming inconsistence of the doc- 
trine asserted with that of particular election, and 
the absolute dependence of the creature alarms 
me, or induce a hesitation, as to the propriety of 
making it the basis of ministerial addresses to 
the unregenerate. There is a distinction to be 
made on this subject, the neglect of which has 
— exceedingly injurious, if not to truth, at 
east to the effective announcement of it. The 
government of God is of two kinds, moral and 
natural; the former is that which, as the great 


Lawgiver, and chief Magistrate of his empire, he. 
exercises over free agents—capable of choosing 
and refusing, and of being influenced by motives 
of reward and punishment, It is conversant 
therefore with /aw-promises, obligations ; proclaim- 
ing to the subject what he ought to do, and thy 
he ought, and what will be the consequence of, 
odedience. Viewed in this light, the Gospel is 
that gracious remedial constitution, which I have 
described it to be. It reveals an Amighty Medi- 
ator, who stands in such a relation to mankind, 
that he is able to save to the uttermost all whocome 
unto God by him; a quickening Spirit, who can 
raise him from the degradation of sin, and adorn 
his soul with those divine gifts of which sin had 
robbed it; and a rich provision of means, sub- 
sidiary to the attainment of those precious bless- 
ings, which, if improved with the earnestness 
becoming the high destiny at stake, will leave no 
room. for the wailings of disappointed hope. 
These are the great facts on wh we build the 
sinner’s obligation to repent and believe the Gos- 
pel, and it was in reference to them, that our Re- 
deemer uttered that tender expostulation—* O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how would I have gathered 
thee as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, but ye would not /”’ 

By the natural government of God, I mean 
that almighty and all pervading energy, by 
which he executes the decrees and purposes of 
his eternal mind, in relation to every thing that 
comes to pass. In this character he acts with 
perfect independence of the will of his Creator, 
exhibiting himself as the great Jam, the Alpha 
and Omega the beginning and the end. All things 
that live and move, live and move in him, as the 
continued source of their existence, and the vital 
principle of their activity. Nothing falls out con- 
trary to, or besides his sovereign pleasure. In his 
counsels there is no uncertainty nor contingence, 
there are no hypothetical arrangements. This 
governinent stands in bold and strong relief to 
his moral administration. The latter is often 
frustrated in its purposes through the free will of 
the creature, which it has bound itself to respect 
the former, never—for it, puts in requisition all 
the resources of Omnipotence. The latter only 
declares what should be, the former pronounces in 
every case the inexorable shall. ‘The latter places 
God at the mercy (if I may so speak,) of his 
creature: the former wlpes away the stain, and 
place the creature where he ought to be, under 
the footstool of God. How sadly, for example, 
was moral government at fault when Adam vio- 
lated the great federal constitution, which so 
much care had been taken to protect from viola- 
tion! But the other saw in it the exact fulfil- 
ment of its own high and mysterions purposes. 
The Israelites, in the time of Moses, were pro- 
mised the land of Canaan, and no condition was 
required of them beyond their power to perform ; 
yet they rebelled and vexed the Holy Spirit, and 
their carcases fell in the wilderness. Who will 
dare to insinuate that the Great Being was dis- 
appointed by the issue? The Jews were under 
every obligation to refrain from doing violence to 
our blessed Lord, and refraining was assuredly 
not beyond the range of physical or even moral 
ability. “Yet they “crucified him,’ and Peter 
as if to vindicate the Divine administration 
against the charge of wickedness or ignorance, 
expressly tells us that he was delivered up by 
= determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 

od. 

Without pretending to reveal the ‘hidden 
links of harmony,” between these two classes of 
facts, I am fully satisfied with believing them, 
and making use of the distinction for every pur- 
pose to which it may be fairly applied. It is of 
great moment in the present connexion. As the 
moral Governor, God has made sufficient provision 
for sinful creatures. ‘The blood of Christ is suffi- 
cient—the renovating power of the Spirit is suffi- 
cient—the outward and internal means of grace 
are sufficient. But the fact, the undeniable and 
universal fact is that the sinner does not improve 
his advantages so as to secure the end. 

As Pharaoh refused to Jet Israel go—as Israel 
refused to g° up and possess the land—as the 
Jews refused to honour the Messiah, but perse- 
cuted him to the death, so men, under the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, ** having eyes to see, see not, 
having ears to hear, hear not, neither do they 
understand.”” If asked to give a reason lying 
farther back than their own preverse wills, I can 
only reply by exclaiming, ** Even so, Father, for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.”” The holy and 
mighty Sovereign of the Universe, in execution 
of designs concerning which he will not suffer 
himself to be questioned, withholds those effu- 
sions of energy and vital influence which would 
have drawn forth their powers into appropriate 
action, and secured a full improvement on their 
part of offered mercies. He leaves them to 
themselves—to that natural defectibility which 
enters into our very idea of a creature, and can- 
not be separated from it by the most refined ab- 
straction. ‘To this statement, we allow no ex- 
ception, not even in the case of the elect. All 
misimprove the gifts bestowed upon them; all 
are unprofitable servants who bury their talents 
in the earth. But here the infinite loving-kind- 
ness of God their Saviour appears, that the guilt 
of despising the offers of mercy contracted by 
them equally with others, is not laid to their ac- 
count. God does not withdraw his assistance 
when it has been forfeited by their repeated re- 
bellions, but continues to urge and importune 
them by his word and Spirit, allowing them no 
rest of conscience, embittering their worldly 
comforts, rousing them from their frequent tor- 
pors by new impulses from day to day, until 
they are led, by his strange, though gentle hand, 
to the point, at which the new creature is formed 
within them to the praise of the glory of his 
grace. All the dispensations of his providence 
are arranged in subserviency to this premeditated 
result. Every step is ordered; and the most 
trifling incident in common life is a link in that 
golden chain x which he draws the objects of 
his everlasting love to his parental bosom: so that 
the simple and precise reason why the salvation 
of the Sonnet meets with such a different recep- 
tion from men is the solution given by the apos- 
tle, ** The election hath obtained it, the rest are 
blinded.” 


Viewed in this light, and in connexion with 
Natural Government, the means of Spiritual 
Renovation are not so properly helps placed 
within reach of the unregenerate, about to be 
efficacious in proportion to their activity in im- 
proving them as the instruments by which God 
executes his sovereign purposes in spite of their 
inertness and opposition. They are his means 
rather than the szmmer’s, and the issue will re- 
dound exclusively to the praise of his great 
name. 


Now when I ask which of these views lie at 
the foundation of moral obligation; which of them 
I must press upon my unrenewed hearer, when I 
tell him to repent and believe the Gospel; I an- 
swer without hesitation, that it is the considera- 
tion of God in his rectoral or moral capacity, and 
that consideration only. With the secret purposes 
of the Holy One, with the mysterious agencies 
which he employs in accomplishing them, I have 
no concern. Whether a sinner within reach of 
the preacher’s voice be elect or non-elect, is a 
question which should never come across his ima- 
gination. So sure as he parleys with it a single 
moment, it will cast its dark shadow over him in 
his ministerial work. ‘* Secret things belong unto 
the Lord, but the things which are revealed belong 
to us and our children that we may do to them.’ 
The * things that are revealed” are the great prin- 
ciples of the Gospel as a gracious provision for 
sinful men. They are the doctrines of an all suf- 
ficient Saviour, a sanctifying Spirit, and a glorious 
immortality. Means and helps of every kind 
suited toa rational nature are supplied, and an un- 
quali fied intimation is given, that ** if we seek we 
shall find, if we knock it shall be opened.”” Why 
the minister of Christ should not exhibit these 
truths as fearlessly and frankly as if there were 
no other in the world, I am quite unable to under- 
stand. So the apostles preached, and the more 
closely they are followed, the greater will be the 
success attending our ministrations. Indeed to 


suffer our minds, or those of our hearers, to be 


disturbed in the discussion of obligation by any 
side glances into the deep and fathomless abyss 
of Natural Government, appears to me little less 
than a — absurdity. t find no sermons con- 
structed on such a principle in the word of God. 
Moses announced the divine will to the Egyptian 
monarch that he should let the people go, without 
feeling the necessity of guarding his proposition 
by assuring him that his disobedience was already 
provided for in the Divine purpose. With the 
same freedom he asserted the duty and right of 
his nation to go up and posses the promised land, 
though they were destined, with a few solitary 
exceptions, to fall in the wilderness. So Jesus 
preached to his murderers, though he knew that 
for this very end he came into the world, that he 
might perish by their hands. Election I believe 
to not only a true, but a godly and edifying 
doctrine. It must be exhibited, however, in its 
proper connexions, resembling those potent medi- 
cines which, injudiciously administered, ‘ill in- 
stead of cure. ‘The omission of it, and of the 
other truths belonging to the same class which is 
charged upon my sermon as a serious fault, was 
not an oversight, but the result of calm delibera- 
tion. The discourse was intended to press upon 


the sinner a sense of his privileges and responsi-| 


bility ; and I studiously avoided a subject which, 
besides its entire irrelevancy, would, if noticed, 
have awakened new objections in his mind. Such 
prudence and circumspection I find prescribed to 
me in the admirable canon of our church on Di- 
vine Predesti ‘+ As the doctrine of election 
is clearly revealed in the Scriptures of both the 
Old and New Testament, so it is still to be pub- 
lished, in due time and place, in the church of God, 
for which it was peculiarly designed ; provided it 
be done with reverence in the spirit of discretion 
and piety, for the glory God’s most holy name, 
and for enlivening and comforting his people, 
without vainly attempting to investigate the secret 
ways of the Most High. 

The case of Professor M‘Clelland, after con- 

siderable debate, was re-committed to the same 
committee. 
_ Dr. Luptow, of the committee to whom was 
re-committed the subject of Professor M’Clellan’s 
sermon, stated that they had had an interview with 
the professor, and he had seen and approved the 
following resolutions, which the committee now 
unanimously recommend for adoption of Synod: 

Resolved, That the Synod do not approve of the 
sermons of Professor M‘Clelland on the Means 
of Spiritual Renovation, inasmuch as they con- 
tain sentiments and a phraseology which do not 
appear to be warranted by the Standards of the 
church. 

Resolved, That the statement since made by 
Professor M‘Clelland, touching the points of doc- 
trine contained in said sermons, and his unequivo- 
cal approbation of the Standards of the church, 
are so satisfactory to the Synod, that they justify 
an expression of continued confidence in the cor- 
rectness of his theological views. 

Resolved, That said statement be published in 
the minutes of Synod, and appended to these pro- 
ceedings. 

After some debate, the resolutions respecting 
Professor M'Clelland were passed almost unani- 
mously. 


For the Presbyterian. 
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 
No. MI. 


Frequently, during the late controversy, the 
Rev. Mr. Hughes denied that the church of 
Rome had ever opposed the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, or interfered with the liberty of 
the press. In his first letter he said: | 


ss Let it not be said that these remarks warrant: 


the charge, that the Catholic religion is hostile 
to the dissemination and perusal of the Holy 
Scriptures. I protest against such an inference.” 

In his last letter he writes: 7 
_*¢He (Mr. Breckinridge) says that the Bible is 
in the Prohibitory Index. He should have added, 
in truth and candour, that it is the Protestant Bible 
in particular, and nor the Bible in general, as his 
statement would lead the reader tosuppose. This 
prohibition is quite natural, when it is recollected 
that Catholics regard the Protestant Bible as a 
spurious version, mistranslated, and containing 
only a part of the sacred Scriptures. Throughout 
his letters, Mr. B. has kept up the unfounded ac- 
cusation, that the church is inimical to the peru- 
sal of the sacred Scriptures.” 

In the same letter he says: 

‘*The rules (of the Index) established subse- 
quently by the church, to regulate the use of the 
Holy Scriptures, were dictated by the glaring 
abuse to which the sacred volume was exposed 
in the hands of Protestants, during the fana- 
ticism of the Reformation.” 

In letter 17th, he says: 3 

‘+ But as the restrictions of Catholic States on 
the liberty of the press, and prohibited books, 
seems tobe a great hobby in all your letters, it 
may be proper for me to say, that Catholic States, 
like Protestant States, manage their national af- 
fairs pretty much as they please.”’ 

In these extracts it is apparent that he asserts 
or implies ; | 

1. ‘That the church of Rome has never restricted 
or opposed the perusal of the Word of God—i. e. 
the Roman Catholic Bible. 

2. That her restrictions were exclusively on 
Protestant translations, and subsequent to the Re- 
formation. 

3. That in Catholic States, all the restrictions 
on the press, and all the interference with its free- 
dom, were by those States, and not by the church 
of Rome. | 

These propositions flow directly from his own 
words. ‘The reader who bears these propositions 
in mind, will be filled with astonishment at the 
ignorance or recklessness of their author, when 
he compares them with the following exposure. 

As early as the year 1515, fifteen years before Lu- 
ther published his enfire translation, and éwo before 
he appeared as a public Protestant, the Lateran 
Council passed a most arbitrary decree against 
the publication of all sorts of books. This was 
not ‘**a national,” but a religious Council, in 
which Pope Leo X. presided; and this very de- 
cree is recognised (as will be seen below,) by 
the Committee of the Council of Trent, in its 
rules of the Index, No. X. It is as follows: 

* «¢In the same session a decretal was issued 


‘concerning the printing of books, in the following 


form, viz: By order of the holy Council, we in 
fine, ordain and decree, that nv person shall pre- 
sume to print, or cause to be printed, any book or 
other writing whatsoever, either in our city (Rome) 
or in any other cities and dioceses, unless it shall 
first have been carefully examined, if in this city, 
by our Vicar and the master »f the holy palaee, 
or if in other dioceses, by the Bishop or his 
deputy, with the Inquisitor of heretical pravity 
for the diocese, in which the said impression is 
about to be made; and unless also it shall have 
received, under their own hand, their written ap- 
proval, given without price and without delay. 
Whosoever shall presume to do otherwise, be- 
sides the loss of the books, which shall be pub- 
licly burned, shall be bound by the sentence of 
excommunication.” | 

Caranza, more shrewdly than honestly, omits 
several glaring parts of this now odious decree. 
For example, the printer who presumed to trans- 
gress, was fined two hundred ducats, to build St. 
Peter’s cathedral at Rome, (would not St. John’s 


* Sacro approbante Concilio io statuimus & ordina- 
mus, quod de cetero nullus librum aliquem, sive aliam 
quamcumgue scripturam tam in urbe nostra quam in 
aliis civitatibus & dicecesibus imprimere seu impritni 
facere presumat, nisi prius in urbe per vicariuin nos- 
trum & sacri palatii magistrum, in aliis vero diacesi- 
bus per Episcopum vel alium ab Episcopo ad id depu- 
tandum & inquisitorem heretice pravitatis iilius dic- 
cesis, In quibus libroruin impressio ejusmodi fieret, 


diligenter examinetur, & per horum manu propria | 


subscriptionem gratis, & sine dilatione imponendam 
approbetur. Qui autem secus presumpserit, ultra lib- 
rorum amissionem & illorum publicam combustionem, 
excommunicutionis sententia innodatus existat. 


[ 


like a share?) He was suspended from the use 
of his trade for one year; and if he continued 
obstinate, was still farther to be punished by the 
Bishop of his diocese, that others might be de- 
terred by his example from the like offence. I 
would ask, is this no interference with the free- 
dom of the press? If this may al) be done, and 
yet the liberty of printing be unimpaired, then 
American citizens differ not a little from Mr. 
Hughes in their ideas of their rights! Ejther 
Mr. Hughes knew better, or else he thinks this 
decree leaves the press as free as men have any 
right to claim, | 

But the progress of free inquiry was not to be 
restrained by tyrannic decrees. The glerious 
Reformation was now dawning on the dark, and 
oppressed nations, and Luther, its morning star, 
soon appeared on the horizon. In vain did Leo 
X. thunder. In vain did the mis-named Pawis 
and Piuses of the Vatican, exeommunicate, and 
rage and curse. ‘The cause of truth advanced ; 
the work of Reformation spread; nation after 
nalion was dismembered from apostate Rome; 
and the Papacy became more corrupt, and more 
alarmed from year to year, until at length the 
worst and last of the Councils was convened. 
It met at Trent, A. D. 1545, and continued its 
interrupted sessions for fifteen years! In the 
fourth session of that conventicle, we find the 
following legislation against the word of God. 


‘* Of the Edition and use of the Sacred Books, 


‘** Moreover, the same most holy council, con 
sidering that no small advantage will accrue to 
the church of God, if, of all the Latin editione of 
the Sacred Book which are in circulation, some 
one shall be distinguished as that which ought to 
be regarded as authentic—doth ordain and declare, 
that the same old and Vulgate edition, which has 
been approved by its use in the church for so 
many ages, shal] be held as authentic, in all public 
lectures, disputations, sermons, and expositions ; 
and that no one shall dare or presume to reject it, 
under any pretence whatsoever. 

**In order to restrain petulant minds, the coun- 
cil further decrees, that in matters of faith and 
morals and whatever relates to the maintenance of 
Christian doctrine, no one, confiding in his own 
judgment, shal] dare to wrest the sacred Scrip- 
tures to his own sense of them, contrary to that 
which hath been held and still is held by holy 
mother church, whose right it is to judge of the 
true meaning and interpretation of Sacred Writ; 
or contrary to the unanimous consent of the Fathers; 
even though such interpretations should never be 
published. If any disobey, let him be denounced 
by the ordinaries, and punished according to law. 

** Being desirous also, as is reasonable, of sef- 
ting bounds to the printers, who with unlimited 
boldness, supposing themselves at Jiberty #o do 
as they please, print editions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures with notes and expositions taken indifferent- 
ly from any writer without the permission of their 


ecclesiastical superiors, and that at a concealed | 


or falsely designated press, and, which is worse, 
withont the name of the author—and also rashly 
expose books of this nature to sale in other coun- 
tries ; the holy council decrees and ordains, that 
for the future the sacred Scriptures, and especially 
the old Vulgate edition, shall be printed in the 
most correct manner possible; and no one shall be 
permitted to print or cause to be printed any books 
relating to religion without the name of the author ; 
neither shall any one hereafter sel] such books or 
even retain them in his possession, unless they have 
been first examined and approved by the ordinary, 
under penalty of anathema, and the pecuniary fine 
adjudged by the last council of Lateran.* And 
if they be regulars, they shal} obtain, besides this 
examination and approval, the license of their su- 
periors, who shall examine the books according to 
the forms of their statutes. Those who circulate 


or publish them in manuscript without being ex- | 


amined and approved, shall be liable to the same 


penalties as the printers; and: those who possess 
or read them, unless they declare the authors of 


them, shal! themselves be considered as the author. 
The approbation of books of this description shal} 
be given in writing, and shall be placed in due 
form on the title page of the book, whether manv- 
script or printed; and the whole, that is, the ex- 
amination and the approval, shall be gratuitous, 
that what is deserving may be approved, and what 
is unworthy may be rejected.” 


Our very obtuse friend Mr. Hughes, is, I am 
sure, the only mortal who sees no restraint here 
put on the freedom of the press, and on the 
printing of God’s holy word. 

Here the Vulgate or old Latin version, known 
by every scholar to abound in errors, and to the 
utter neglect of the original languages, (the He- 
brew and Greek) is made the exclusive standard. 
Here also, printers of all sorts and in all places, 
are forbidden to print the Bible, or any notes or 
comments on it, or any other book of religion, 
without permission from the ordinary, under the 
penalty of the anathema, and a pecuniary fine, 


| referred to in the extract from the Lateran Coun- 


cil given above! I repeat the question, is this not 
interference by the church with the freedom of the 
press ? Or does Mr. Hughes think such restraints 
good ? 

But to proceed. In the last session of the 
Council of Trent we find the following passage. 

De Indice librorum, &c. | 

Sacrosancta Synodus in Secunda sessione, 
sub sanctissimo Domino nostro Pio IV. celebra- 
ta, delectis quibusdam patribus, commisit, ut de 
variis censuris ac libris, vel suspectis, vel perni- 
ciosis, quid factu opus esset considerarent, atque 
ad ipsam sanctam synodum referrent; audiens nuno 
huic operi ab eis, extremam manum impositam 
esse; nec tamen ob Jibrorum varietatem et multitu- 
dinem, distincte et commode possit a sancto synodo 
dijudicari; praecepit ut quicquid ab illis praesti- 


tum est sanctissimo Romano Pontifici exhibeatur ; 


ut ejus judicio atque auctoritate terminetur et 
evulgetur. 


** Concerning the index of books, the most holy 


council in its second session under our most Holy 


Lord Pius IV, entrusted it to certain select fathers 
to consider what was needful to be done in the 
case of divers censures, and books, either suspected 
or pernicious, and then report to the holy council ; 
and having heard now, that their labours are com- 
pleted, but yet seeing that, on account of the va- 
riety and number of said books the holy council 
cannot minutely and with convenience judge in 
this case, therefore it is decreed that whatever may 
be determined by them shall be laid before the 
most holy Pope of Rome, so that it may be com- 
pleted and published according to his judgment 
and authority.” 

Here then is the decree of the council sanction- 
ing the acts of the Committee and Pope. Accord- 
ing to this decree, ** the Committee on the Index,’’ 
proceeded to draw up a list of prohibited Books, 
which makes a large volume, and prefixed many 
rules to it, by way of definition and sanction. In 
order that the work, might lack nothing to seeure 
the seal of infallibility, it was then laid before the 
Pope, and was published by his order, and with 
his full approval and anthority. I have in m 
possesion at this time (wo editions of this extraor- 
dinary production and there is another now in the 
Philadelphia Library. Any gentleman (Mr. H. 
may perhaps wish to refresh his memory, if so, 
he is welcome) may see these works at No. 29 
Sansom street, Philadelphia. A more full and 
distinct notice of them will be given hereafter. 
For the peeponts I only state, that the Bulls 
of Pius IV, Sixtus V, and Clement VIII, are 
all prefixed to one or the other of these edi- 
tions, sanctioning, enjoining and publishing the 
same to the universal church. The work there- 
fore is binding on every Roman Catholic on earth ; 
to reject it is to rebel; to deny itis reckless lying. 
The Index like the excommunicating clause “ 
the Bull **in domini,’? was crescent—that 
is, several successive Popes added heresy after 
heresy to the Bull, as they arose, until the list was 
brought down from Urban V. to Paul II. 1536; 
so the Index has been filling up from age to age 
until it has become a large book. 

The following is a faithful translation of some 
of its more offensive rules. I have the whole be-~ 


“ See the Decree above quoted. 
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| THE PRESBYTERIAN. 107 
one te guest het © Latin, and if the transla- | respecting them. The bishops and general in- its communion, and thos destroying the bonds of | Ohio. They are in addition to the splendid new steam- | whose dispensations are often mysterious, wes plersed to 


will produce it. isito hall. nevertheless, be at liberty, accord- : m > ¥ ‘ boat General Porter of 400 tons, which eutered Cleave- | call him away to his et l bome, in the 284 ye rh 
“#T, AN books packs by the supreme ng to ote powers possess, to prohibit aor THE PRESBYTERIAN. its <egm is hazarding an experiment, the issue of | land harbour for the first time on the 10th ult, and will run | age. After our return to the family residence: dems Gone 
tiffe, or general councils, before the pene 1515, | booke as may seem to be permitted by these rules, which may easily be predicted. The discordant | Wat place and Detroit 
and not comprised in-the present Index, are, ne- | if they deem it necessary for the good of the king- elements which are thus brought into contact, vary ta Heighbour. | remarked that there, 
vertheless, to be considered as condemned. dom, rf or let the can never be cemented ; quietness for a season |i" of citizen of Camden, she was by the 
The book i ta these fathers, according to t while on his w e ttendi tt lay, Pvents for tm little more than seve t 
ta, the yeat above mentioned, or of those who have | neral inquisitor, the names of the books that have| us from giving en early notice to) the trace will terminate, and the war will be ag- | hore mecting Houses om the sad bark | bandred of hie moursiog peopla in fmerel procession 
pen, OF are, the heads or leaders of heretics, as been corrected, as well as ofithe persons to whom several communications and books which are|gravated by the temporary cessation of arms. | man and horse were killed? The devastation in some | ¢¥iteed the high estimation in which he was held. His 
mther, Zuingle, Calvin, Balthasar, Pacimonta- the Fathers have granted the power of examina-| now lying on oar table. Look at the Presbyterian church. with its an- | P'@ces is represented to have been terrible; not only were rxemplary condart, his faithfulness im reproving sim, and 
nus, S hfel ; tion y . ouses to fences swept away like chaff before the his assiduity in performing labours of love, will be ton 
Swenchfeld, and other similar “ Fi tagonist seminaries, societies, and ministers ; | mighty hurricane but dos forest, some | TMEMbered, and, it ks hoped, will be long useful, to 
forbidden, whatever may be their names, inally, it is enjoined on all the faithful, that} Fourra or Juty.—A religious celebration of|,.._: eet , | of which had probably withstood the fury of the elements | “'° C’oyed his ministry. He was a stern reprover of 
no one pres training for the ministry two classes of men, and y | sin, and y ; 
titles, or subjects. And the books of other here- presume to keep or read any books contra hi h 3 ‘y ’ for half a century, w the d or brok , et his reproots were adininistered with such 
tice, which treat professedly upon religion, are total- | to these rules, or prohibited by this index. But great and sustaining two classes of societies ; in one de- | like pipe stems.— Norfolk kindness nud ailection, as generally te sooth into 
ly condemned ; but those which do not treat upon |!! any one keep or read any books composed by Paes : Let its return be hailed ves partment of her education operations, instilling | « owing Machine— Vhe Poughkeepsie Journal says:— pwebodge hie eleud, 0 pons pap fs ar dong gpd 
P mise reformat dt 
religion are allowed to be read, after being examin- heretics, or the writings of any author suspected | merely by the noise of cannon and military music, into the minds of h il ti ts d onnenactel tar Mr tie nag Aner ore fe blowing machine, | thank his kind reprover. his dipechion cree few Awe 
and approved by the Catholic divines, by or-| Of heresy, or false doctrine, he shall instantly in-| but by the grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments | OF and his great caution to avoid giving offeuce was 
der ef the bishops and inqnisitors. Those Catho- | cur the sentence of excommunication; and those ieee, whe aso willie te Dor shai with her Standards; and in another department, | of this village. It is driven by water power, and the plan ighly worthy of imitation. Those words of the apastle 
where are due, even Him i sentiments at war with those Standards; by one |‘ entirely new. It consist of square boxes placed hori- | 
ve been comp by authors who have after- | count, besides the mortal sin committed, shall be due, m who is the 


. ee ‘ tally; the cranks are fixed at right angles, and by that nevther to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, rer to the church 
form of missionary establishment, sending the / at | of God.” His heart was evidently imbued with th 
wardé fallen into heresy, or who, after their fall, | Severely punished at the will of the bishops.” God of battles. pupils of the ae imine on ee i: coguiac and cquniiond, avd pabheniirrie ofa receive | Of ibe Spirit ; for white he was ree fromm ever species of 
have returned into the bosom of the church, Here then, we ask the special attention of Mr. ain: Dain canes bien tiie od P P ge er. From the experiments already made, it is ascertain- enthusiasm, his conversation was tinctured with piety, and 
provided they have been approved by the theolo- Hughes and of the patient reader. Is the fourth 

For thou our country’s arms didst pen 


doctrines of Presbyterianism, and by other mis- | ed, that as much iron can be melted in one hour as in seemed to be his constant aim to say something useful 
gical faculty of some Catholic university, or by rule (as Mr. H. et against the Protestant 
_ And lead them on their conqucring way. 


THURSDAY, Jury 3, 1834. 


Shoat 


he 


. sionary institutions, propagating doctrines suab- their former inachines could be melted in three. The | and young. His last illness was so 
6 genera! inquisition. translation? ‘The Holy Bible translated into 


: strength of the blast is sach, that the iron "ang ape violent as to unfit him for conversing mueh with those who 
63, “Pranslations of ecclesiastical writers, | the vulgar tongue by Catholic authors?” Is this of the Westeninater Contes ter heen fom Wednesday ‘evening, ‘and Sabbath at 2 ovclock P. M. 
which have been hitherto published by condemned | 2 protestant translation ? 7 : ; chisms. We say, contemplate this strange in- which ‘cant eh. Gun “en pity Witt | he sunk into the arms of death, and we trust fell asleep in 
authors, are permitted to te send if they contain| * But if any one shall have the presumption to Coronization Society.—The friends of this consistency of action, and judge if the expecta- | nd there is also a very neg 8 toa ——- | Jesus. ‘* Blesscd are the dead who die in the Lord ;—for 

nothing contrary to sound doctrine... Translations read or possess it (the Catholic translation) with- Society should remember that it we Very | tion of permanent union and peace he net's dele ro is age roc its ee and will, no 5 ocd from their labours, and their works do follow 
of the Old Testament may also be allowed, but | Out written permission, he shall not receive abso- | much on the collections made in the churches, on } gj ao o be found of great utility in farnaces geuerpnys, 

only to learned and pious men, at the discretion | lution until he shall have first delivered up such | Fourth of July We but the collision Frigate was. hauled an age, Sorma, 
of the bishop; provided they use them merely as | Bible to the ordinary And yet the Church of will come, and the delay will operate like the | of fhe of 
of the vulgate version, in order to to the and Act anv Testimony.—This important docu- long slumbering and pent-up materials of the sive with the exception of bat Bradburn, the ay School was 

| i rred in t i . 

and cant ~~ Many eamamess, of a ‘New Haghes! ew Re, rail this denial; with. ment, our readers will perceive, has been unani- earthquake, in producing a more terrible and dis- strips of plank at her garboard streak, we understand that n the burial ground attached tv the Wesleyan | 


‘ . the whole ship has been built up of new materials. But Fee a, recording to her request, was attended by 
Testament made by authors of the first class of | the fourth rule cited above, and judge between ns! | mously adopted by the Presbytery of Washington. astrous explosion. the original model has been carefully preserved, and uo | ® number of Sunday School Children to her grave. 


‘ person can look at the hull of this shi Nearly fifty of the elder scholars of Radnor street Sun-_ 
this Index, are allowed to no one, since little ad- | Again: ** Booksellers selling Bibles (Catholic Bi-| This early action affords an example worthy of Such is our view of the present state of the | j),. water, without subnowtodides a bo os day School, under the superintendence of Mr. J. W. 


danger, generally from in the Eag-! imitation. church; but we are aware that others entertain of as any country can produce— Chapel Road 
reading them. If notes accompany the versions | lish, or any other vernacular tongue) to any person jews. such a vessel as the eye of a seaman delights to rest upon. | th 
which are allowed to be read, joined to the | not having such permission, shall forfeit the value | We have received a copy of the Act and Testi- Some the noisy visitors have been with us| had black 
volgate edition, they may be permitted to be read | of the books !”” Ie this liberty of printing, or cir-| mony, published as a circular, within the bounds which has been advancing for some years, a8 | about a mouth, and the extinction of the present genera- Buhiads on thaie Henbete. te o: —_— 
by the same persons as the versions, after the culating? Forfeit to whom? ‘T'o the State? | of the Presbytery of Fayetteville, N. C. a happy substitution of philosophical and en- tion of them is apparent from the numbers that are found 


? omt When the funeral stopped at the Chapel gates, the 
: T . ee - dead, and the feeble tones of the remainder. The power | ch; stopped at pe! gates, 
suspected places have been expunged by the theo- | Oh no. To be applied to some pious vse”!!! Nor) ion, | lightened principles, for ancient and absurd pre- | applied to their incisors in penetrating the y | pinging 
faculty of some Catholic university or by | is this all—* and be subjected to such other penal- et the friends of truth unite in their action, of trees, wherein to deposit their pes is carried iatcithe Cunpel, 


the general inquisitor. On the same conditions ties !”” And, by whom? Not the civil magistrate. and a brighter day will dawn upon our church. judices ; and a others regard the change ble. We have twigs of last year’s growth, upwards ofa Reece ee rn ae wre = i ed, — 
also, pious and jearned men may be permitted to No. ‘+ As the Bishop shall judge proper ! ! yy. : as merely nominal, as entirely harmless; and Mera of an inch in thickness, penetrated to the heart by | with a Ah dys At the ping, " Jubhate, seed Gi bu- 
have what is called Vatablus’s Bible, or any part] The 6th rule shows, that no good Catholic can, Mr. Wincuester’s Speecu.—This able expo-| strenuously endeavour to suppress all attempts ee ene rial service, and the whole was concluded with a third 


of it. Bat the preface and prolegomena of the Bi- without permission, read our late controversy! | sition of the question, so strangely and errone-/| to expose its true character. These latter, to in- of States, as now con- | 
ble poblished that Bishop prohibit bl dul P consists of dragoons 363; artillery 1778; infantry It was Mrs. Bradbern who first mentioned to the late 
. lus are ; ; ; ; ously deci y the last General Assembly, wi ulge their morbid love of quietude, are dis-. 5 unattached soldiers and recruits 678—total 6054. Robert Raikes, the subject of Sabbath Schools: she went 
excepted : and the text of his editions is not to be | !t; and his, and Mr. Hughes’ urgent denials and he eeacieded ia car eaxt wener. Ite fenathlooned to of Diet : : Militia, according to the late returns, 1,346,116. with him through the courts and alleys of Gloucester, to 
considered as the text of the vulgate edition. complaints, go directly to condemn this very rule ° — gy P i . oo oregon: e to all who are in- Navy—Vessels in commission—] ship of the line, 3 collect the children of the poor, though strenuously oppos- 
“4, Inasmuch asitis manifest from experience, that | of the infallible church. should not prevent its perusal. clined to philosophize and speculate, and to en- — 15 sloops of war, and 6 schooners. In ordinary Z£ by the clergy and others—at the establishment of his 
if the Holy Bible, translated into the vulgar tongue, The 10th rule sets the inquisitor (it is said graft upon the ancient and true faith of the —6 ships of the line, 6 frigates. At the different depots, rst school, Mrs. Bradburn, then Miss Sophia Cooke, first 
be indiscriminately allowed to every one, the te- | there is one in this country) over the bookstores| Arriva or Misstonaries.—Mr. Samuel Rug- 


have been delivered frames of live oak for 4 ships of the ed and was, therefore, “the first Sunday 

merity more evil then good and presses, at Rome, and every where ; and Mies Bing- their pernicious crudities. The present rigates, and 4 sloops. Contracts have been made 

arise from it, it is, on this point, referred to the | quires their shops to be.. frequently visited by the : | : 


em, se of the bishops, or inquisitors, who may, | @quisifor of heretical pravity, to see that nothing ham, and Miss Emily Whitney, from the Sand- productive of new deviations from our Standards, | arrived at Quebec 504 vesa-te, bringing neon mr ee eee 
y the advice of the priest or confessor, permit | prohibited be printed, kept or sold. Is this free-| wich Islands, and Mr. David D. Hammond, from | jy consequence of the implied pledge of the | 8°S ‘© the number of 7866. To the 12th of June, ult. the 
the reading of the Bible translated into the vulgar | dom? _ Is this no interference ? 


same number of vessels arrived, bringing 12,659—making COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
tongue by Catholic authors, to those persons whose| Again: Heirs are forbid to use the books of the General Assembly to protect and countenance | an increase of 4783, over the last season. A sermon will be preached im the Sixth Presbyterian 
faith and piety, they apprehend, will be augment- | @eceased without license, under pain of confiscation 


any departures from the faith, which amount not}. The Montreal Herald, of June 19. says, that the country | © hurch, Rev. Mr. Winchester’s, Spruce street. between 
ed, and not injured by it; and this permission | and other punishment ! Is this what Mr. Hughes to an absolute denial of the Son of God. ‘Thet | in the by De Rew. 
they must have in writing. But if any one shall | calls liberty—and no interference ? Liserta—Painrut INTELLIGENCE.—By the ar- 


and an abundance of every crop is fully antici- ap A collection will 
age apprehensions shou e felt a expressed by | pated. e taken up to aid the Colonization Society. 
have the presumption to read or possess it with-| Finally, tt is enjoined on all the faithful (is not| rival of the Edgar at New York, the distressing , : : ; Wirwints Leasu:! a , 
out such written permission, he shall not receive | this universal? are American Roman Catholics | intelligence received, that the Rev. Mr. proposals to Sorrow: 100,000 dollars, oF Th 
absolution until he have first delivered up such | ot faithful t) that no one presume fo keep, or read Ruled ond tile wile ond the Rev. Be. See natural, and the subsidence of this apprehension | various sums, authorized by acts of the Legislature of the of ea ce aan agp vA os ny 
who shall sell, or otherwise dispose of Bibles : ) : ae" orgian of the at Il o’clock. A. M. in the sbyteri hurch - 
in the val gar tongue, to any person a ot having such I think then, it is fairly made out, that the Coun-| under the commission of the Western Fo reign its savour, and that the whole mass had become | ult. states that a gentleman left New York in the steam | ton, N.J. The Rev. Mr. Canam is apne ts aptn te 
poe shall forfeit the value of the books, to cils of Lateran and Trent, the Popes, and church | Missionary Society, have fallen victims to the 

applied by the bishop to some pious use; and | Of Rome have been, and are enemies to the read- li The Rev. Mr. Wrich d wife. M 
be subjected by the bishop to such other penalties |ing of God’s word, and to the freedom of the| imate. The Mev. Bir. Wirighty and wile, le 


corrupt. The very men who now so earnestly | packet WiLiam Gibbons, on Saturday, at four P. M. for | meeting with a sermon. 
as the bishop shall judge proper, according to the| press. And as for Mr. Hughes’ denial, shame | thodist Missionaries, are also numbered with the 


» 


the Society Islands, arrived at Sag Harbour, on 
the 19th ult. in the ship Telegraph, from Tahiti. 


SE. oe Charleston, and was in August Thursd ing b 
plead for unresisting submission to the mandates | eight o'clock, in the schr. Exit—having been from Wed. LS). 


of the Assembly, are those who have been strug- | "€8¢#y noon to Thursday noon, 24 hours, ia Charleston. | JNSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
gling in their resistance to ecclesiastical autho- The Mormons.—The Springfield {IlI.) Journal, an-| A discourse on the Inspiration of the Scriptures will be 


—_ vality of the offence. But regulars shall neither | haunts him on either side. For if he confesses| dead. Scarcely had they entered on the field |® : : nounces the passage through that place, of a company of | delivered on Sunday evening next, 6th mst. in the Second 
4 read nor purchase such Bibles without a special | this, he ruins his cause; if he dentes tt, here are | o¢ their before are by the my, andl they have obtained the wih in of by Pane Church, corn ‘On 
license from their superiors. the facts. I cannot but hope he will come forth y y They have stigmatized the just exercise of consti- | ¢hildren. They to be They 


*©5. Books of which heretics are the editors, | after all, and frankly confess his very singular providence of God ;—*‘even so, Father, for so it 


‘ : . , ‘ tutional rules as oppression and tyranny, and now | “4 not state their destination, although frequent enquiries 
but which contain little or nothing of their own, | mis-statements on this whole subject. PP y oie 


were made upon the subject. One of the leaders claimed 


seemed good in thy sight.”” Many Christian hearts ALMANAC. 


demand submission to the exercise of an autho- | toh i U Hi 
being mere compilations from others, as lexicons,| And now, in closing this letter, let me here th sub this sad tsi]. ; to have performed more miracles than are mentioned in adie td eee | ee a 
similies, indexes, distinctly, and once for all, say, that no ribaldry d rity which the Constitution never contemplated. the Old and New estament. 1834. _ Sete. [Water.|Moon’s Phases. 
and others of a similar kind, may he allowed by | of the ‘** Catholic Herald” shall divert me from Acquiescence in such circumstances would be st ten FRIDAY,” | D.H.M 
the bishops and inquisitors, after having made, the course I am now pursuing. And as to the | ‘°™P sonny me — = — eran ae connivance at injustice, and quiet submission | date ofthe 14th ult. says: “A White Seal, weighing G0 ibs. | 5 SATURBAY, 437/733) 110 \New 6 413 
with the advice of Catholic divines, such correc- | Rev. Mr. wy ap after the disingenuous and unjust | be dispersed by the rising of a brighter day. These ld bead nome ee .. | about 5 feet long, was killed yesterday afternoon, bycap-| 9 SUNDAY ss7 (79) See Ow 
tions and emendations as may be deemed requi- | course tool: to close the Cutholic Herald lust | servants of God have rested from their labours, — majority | tain Gwinn and Mr. William Murphrey, in Nanse- | 9 TUESDAY, 138 |7a2| 330 |Last 23 217 
‘site. autumn; after having refused to renew the contro- S 4 : of the last Assem y have assumed a responsi- mond River, a out 2 or mi es above Sufio ridge. 9 WEDNESDAY, 439 '722 4 27 
“6. Books of controversy betwixt the Catholics | though I distinctly proposed it ; and after the their vacant bility truly fearful, and one, which we are per- ‘Secu te thie PHILADELPHIA PRICES CURRENT. 
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ner: and it is the judgment of the fathers of the 
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resent deputation, that those persons who pub- 


friends of living piety and genuine revivals of| the natives from that part of the coast, who have Boston Recorder that “ the Presbyterian Elder’ | stasses.—Paris Advertiser. UN. 
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The Nun, by Mrs. Sherwood, first American from the 
examined ‘and approved, should be subject to the 
same penalties as those who print them ; and that 
those who read or possess them should be consi- 
dered as the authors, if the real authors of such 
writings do not avow themselves. The approba- 
tion given in writing shall be placed at the head 
of the books whether printed, or in manuscript, 
that they may appear to be duly authorized ; and 


religion, they would wish on the occasion to long been desirous of seeing civilized men estab- | who advised Mr. Webster to address the people 
of Baltimore on the Sabbath, on the ground that 
‘‘there is no Sabbath in revolutionary times,” 
turns out, upon investigation, to have been a Ao- 
‘© A Baptist mission school had been in opera-| man Catholic. 


avow their conviction of the importance of sus- 
taining truth in order to Godliness, and using all 
Scriptural means to have religion revived in 
their own hearts and the hearts of the people 
throughout the churches. To encourage them 
in their efforts on this subject, the Presbytery 
would refer to former periods in the history of 
this section of the church, in which, within 


lish themselves in their neighbourhood. 

‘* Two extensive buildings for new emigrants, 
and a stone Presbyterian church, 40 feet by 30, 
were in progress at Monrovia. 


tion for several weeks at Grand Cape Mount, un- 
der the care of A. W. Anderson, on the spot for- 
merly occupied by Mr. Carey’s schoo! in the 


Fire—The Jefferson County (Ohio) Poor House canght 

fire a short time since and was burned to the ground; but 

the most melancholy feature of the calamity was the death 

rs one of the inmates, an insane girl, who perished in the 
ames. 


Nominations to the Senate.—The nomination of Andrew 
Stevenson, late Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
as Minister to England, has been rejected in the Senate, 
Ayes 22, Noes 23—as also the nomination of Roger B. 
‘Taney as Secretary of the Treasury, Ayes 18, Nays 28. 


London edition. This day published and for sale by 
J. WHETHAM, 
22 south Fourth street. 
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tion, the best we ever met with, and which we are confi- 
dent cannot fail to please the lovers of good Black Teas. 
BALDWIN & COLTON. 
2444 Market street above 7th south side, and 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


SPEECH OF THE REV. S. G. WINCHESTER, 


| Delivered ini the General Assembly, May, 1834, in defence of the Act 


‘ 


4 the Synod of Philadelphia, in the cuse of the Assembly’s Second | ‘'* 
'resbytery P 


hiladelphia. 
(Continued. } 


{am aware that attempts have been studiously made to cast odjum on 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and to represent us as a den of wild 
beasts. All this may have its designed effect in determining the final 

vote in this and other cases, where that Presbytery is deeply interest- 
ed. But. I could not rejoice in a conquest so achieved. The argu- 
ment on the power of the Assembly to erect new Presbyteries within 
the bounds of a Synod, has two parts. The first relates to the 
power itself; the second to the nature or description of Presby- 
teries to be erected. In entering upon the examination of this ques- 
tion I shall reverse the order, and take up the second branch 
of the argument first. 1. Admitting, for the sake of argument, 
that the Assembly has the power to erect new Piesbyteries, does 
the Constitution of our Church contemplate or recognise a Pres- 
bytery formed upon the principle of “ elective affinity,” suchi as the 
complaining Presbytery. before you ? The name itself implies a differ- 
ence of doctrine. It does not need a chemist to tell us the meaning 
of the phrase, as applied to eclesiastical affairs. It can refer only 
to doctrine, ecclesiastical polity, or personal attachment. The com- 
plainants themselves have traced all our difficulties to difference in 
doctrine. Dr. Ely, in detailing to the court a history of his grievan- 
ces, clearly established this point. Mr. Patterson did the same, and 
declared that the Assembly «aid sit in judgment upon the doctrines of 
Mr. Barnes’ Sermon, but neglected to inform us of their decision. 
Now we take these complainants at their own word. I have always 
maintained that our difficulties arose from, and are perpetuated by, 
disagreement in doctrine. Here then, we have the secret spring 
which first put in motion, and which continues to sustain, the odious 
principle of “elective affinity.” These differences were not minor, but 
so great as to render it impossible for those who differed, to live and 
act together in the same Presbytery. Both parties however professed 
adherence to the public standards. But those who opposed their se- 
paration, were never suspectcd nor charged with departures from 
sound doctrine. A separation on this principle was refused by 
the Synod now arraigned at your bar, because, in their judgment, 
it was an obnoxious and ruinous principle, unknown to the Book, 
and repugnant to its letter and spirit. But the Assembly granted their 
request, and erecteda Presbytery on the avowed ground of irreconcilable 
difference. Both parties, however, were recognised as good Presbyte- 
rians. Before this separation, the divisions among members, were com- 
paratively unknown to the mass of the people. But when the Assembly 
in its wisdom, arrayed the parties in different ecclesiastical organiza- 
tions, the one over against the other, the world saw and wondered at 
the posture in which we stood. The people accordingly took sides, 
and wrangled among themselves. The professed object of the As- 
sembly and of those who sought the separation, was peace and order 
and the support of the Constitution! ‘Thus were divisions recognised, 
sanctioned and perpetuated, where there was professed unity of faith 
and order! ‘Union, peace, and love,” was the watchword, while 
division, distraction and alienation were the things accomplished ! 
Thus the Assembly declared their willingness and determination to 
accommodate, with a separate organization, all those who so fer differ- 
ed from their brethren, as to render a separation desirable. They 
thus held out inducements to any disaffected minority to seek and 
promote divisions in the Chuich, on the principle of elective affinity. 
Is this the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church? ‘ A Presbytery 
consists of all the ministers, and one ruling elder from each congrega- 
tion, within a certain Cistrict.” (Form of Gov. ch. X. § II.) This “ cer- 
tain district” must be determined by geographical lines. The ‘ dis- 
trict” which contains an affinity Presbytery is so “ uncertain” that it 
is impossible ever to determine it. Its lines are intangible and un- 
defineable, and exist in the mutable partialities and whims of its mem- 
bers. It may extend its limits within the boundaries of every other 
Presbytery inthe Church. lt may cover the whole earth, and yet be 
a distinct and separate Presbytery. It may, so far as its bounds are 
concerned, be as any distinct denomination, running into, and covering 
the ground uf, every other Presbytery, and be, at the same time, but an 
integral part of the Church composed of those Presbyteries. It is im- 
perium inimperio. Suppose the Congress of the United States, for the 
purpose of securing two additional votes in the Senate, should form an 
elective affinity state, composed of a particular party, and having no geo- 
graphical boundaries nor “local habitation,” what relation would it 
bear to the Constitution of the United States? And yet it would be no 
eater anomaly than a Presbytery formed on the same principle. 
he paragraph above quoted declares that a Presbytery shall “ consist 
of all the ministers &c. within a certain district.” But the principle 
contended for, completely destroys this portion of the Book; for the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia does not, according to the decision of the 
Assembly of 1832, consist of all, but of a portion only of the minis- 
ters &c. within its district. The formation of such a Presbytery is a 
manifest violation of the Constitution. If we must have divisions on 
this principle, begin with the General Assembly, not with Presbyte- 
ries, and the objection will be removed. ‘The continuance of such a 
Presbytery, is a standing contratiety to the spirit and letter of our Con- 
stitution. There may be members of this court, who, while they 
would sustain this Presbytery, nevertheless wish to be considered as 
opposed to the principle of elective affinity. But this is out «f the 
question. A deliberate vote to new-create or continue such a Pres- 
bytery, can never consist with a sincere opposition to the principle. 
Ifit were a questionof expediency and not of constitutionalily, it might 
be otherwise. But to believe in the unconstitutionality and ruinous 
tendency of such a principle, and yet to vote for its application, is an 
obvious contradiction, a clear absurdity, and is a reflection either upon 
a man’s common sense, or his common honesty. All thinking and 
unprejudiced minds will so regard it. You cannot, Moderator, shift 
the ground of controversy, from that of constitutionality to that of ex- 
pediency. You cannot bribe nor cheat the judgments of men. All 
see and feel it to be a question of constitutionality. And as such, 
you must meet, and decide it. No subterfuge nor sophistry can de- 
coy the unbiassed mind into the belief, that this is a matter of mere ex- 
pediency, about which men may safely differ. No, Moderator, to the 
question of constitulionalily, I repeat it, you must come, and there 
stand or fall. 

2. But I hasten to the argument on the power of the Assembly to 
erect a Presbytery on any principle, within the bounds of a Synod. 
On this point the Constitution is extremely plain and satisfactory to my 
mind. 

In the formation of that Constitution, the Presbyteries have made a 
wise distribution of definite powers among the several judicatories. The 
Constitution and the Assembly are creatures of the Presbyteries, who 
may, by a competent majority, alter or abolish them at pleasure. The 
Presbyteries are the source of constitutional authority and power. 

The Assembly is a body of defined and delegated powers, subject 
to restriction or enlargement by the Presbyteries. The Presbyteries 
of the Assembly. As therefore its powers are defined and limited, 
may interpret, modify, enlarge, diminish, or entirely destroy the powers 
it cannot go beyond, but must act within them. The powers not ex- 
pressly nor impliedly delegated to, are not possessed, by the Assembly 
The Assembly is the recipient, not the fountain of power. It is an 
agent with created trusts and acquired prerogatives, not an ultimate 
Lord with inherent omnipotence. ‘To Synods, and not to the Assem- 
bly, have the Presbyteries granted the power in question. “ ‘The Synov 
has power to erect new Presbyteries, and unite or divide those which 
were before erected.” Form of Gov. Ch. XI. § IV. In defining the 
powers of the Assembly the Book says, “To the General Assembly 
belongs the power of erecting new Synods, when it may be judged 
necessary.” 

Here is a specific delegation of power. And it isa well known and 
acknowleged rule, that the delegation of powers is always evidence 
against the possession of those not delegated. The specification of 
powers is evidence against the delegation of powers not specified. 
Apply this rule to the case before you, and where is the authority 
now claimed, vested in this body? Point out the paragraph giving 
to this body the power now contended for. z) 


The act of the General Assembly, therefore, erecting the affinity 
Presbytery was unconstitutional. It was the exercise of usurped 
power, as they themselves shall testify. The argument which was 
urged on the floor of the Assembly, against the right of that body to 
create the affinity Presbytery, was, not only that such a Presbytery 
was unknown to our Book, but that no power to divide Presbyteries, 
had ever been granted to the Assembly, or was specified among the 
powers ofthe Assembly. The argument was, that a power not speci- 
fied among those of the Assembly, but distinctly granted to the Synod, 
did not belong to the Assembly. This construction of the Book was 
overruled- But in another case, involving the same principle, the 
Assembly adopted this very construction, as the following extract from 
their Minutes will show. 3 

The Committee to whom was referred Overture No. 14, viz: “Isa 
minister of the Gospel in our connexion, ez officio, authorized to or- 
ganize churches in the bounds of Presbyteries, without any previous 


order of Presbytery, directing such organization?” made a report re- 
commending the following resolution, which was adopted accordingly, 


i 

_ Resolved, That except in frontier and destitute settlements, 
where, by Form of Government, Chap. xv. Sect. 15., it is made a part 
of the business of evangelists to organize churches; and except in 
cases where it is eaceedingly inconvenient to make application to a 
Pre:bytery, for which provision is made in the act of Assembly of 
1831, it is not the prerogative of a minister of the Gospel to organize 
churches without the previous action of some Presbytery directing or 
permitting it; since in Form of Government, Chap. X. Sect. 8, to 
form new congregations, is enumerated among the powers of the Pres- 
bytery ; and since in Chap. IV. of Bishops or Pastors, no mention is 
made of any such power being lodged in the hands of an individual 
minister.—( Minutes of Gen. Assem. for 1833, page 496.) 

The argument urged against this construction is, that the General 
Assembly, being the supreme judicatory, is invested with all the 
powers of inferior judicatories. That the greater includes the less. 
That if Presbyteries or Synods have such and such prerogatives, the 
General Assembly, being superior to them, a fortiori, has the same 
prerogatives and may ordain, install, &c., at pleasure. 

But the above minute of the Assembly declares that those powers 
which are not enumerated among those of one body, but are enume- 
rated among those of another, are not possessed by the one, but are 
possessed by the other. 

The contrary is a strange position for Presbyterians to maintain. 
The powers not delegated, nor necessarily implied in the delegation 
of other powers, are retained by the Presbyteries. A power, to name 
no others, thus retained, is that of altering or amending the constitu- 
tion. Surely this is the exercise of supreme authority, and yet the 
General Assembly have no such authority, but are required to send 
down any proposed amendments or alterations to the Presbyteries, 
and if the requisite number agree to the proposition, it becomes a 
part of the Constitution, even if the Assembly are of a different mind. 
And if no such concurrence be returned by the Presbyteries, it is not 
in the power of the General A-sembly to make the proposed altera- 
tions. ‘The Presbyteries may, if they see proper, annihilate the Ge- 
neral Assembly, with all its boasted and assumed powers. It is de- 
pendant for its existence on the will of the Presbyteries. This is the 
doctrine, we apprehend, of sound Preabyterianism. 

Again, the admitted right of Synods to unite and divide Presbyte- 
ries, and the recent exercise of such authority by the Synod of Phi- 
ladelphia, show plainly the absurdity of the Assembly’s assuming such 
a power. 3 

Such a power, if it belonged to the General Assembly, would be ad- 
verse to, and destructive of, such a power in the Synod: and would 
present the ludicrous spectacle of a Synod, in the exercise of undis- 
puted authority, undoing and reversing, virtually, the acts of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, performed in the exercise of a similar power. The 
General Assembly in May divides a Presbytery into two or more, and 
the Synod, in the fall, or next week, if in Session, unites them again : 
and yet both bodies acted constitutionally! If this be the nature of 
Presbyterian government and discipline, it is high time they were 
both thrown.to the moles and bats. It is impossible that there should 
be such conflicting rights in the two bodies. If the Assembly have 
the right to divide Presbyteries, it does not belong to the Synod to 
unite them. And if the Synod have such a right as is admitted, 
then the Assembly have no such right, which we believe is 
the truth. It is a reflection upon the character of our Consti- 
tution, and upon the wisdom and good sense of its framers, to assert 
that it gives to inferior judicatories the power to annul, virtually, the 
acts of a superior. A General Assembly and a Synod, alternately 
undoing each other’s acts from session to session, and both clai:ning 
constitutional authority, is child’s play, a mere farce, which exposes 
our Constitution to contempt, and our church to derision and scorn. 

It is manifest then that the power of Synods to unite and divide 
Presbyteries is utterly inconsistent with, and subversive of, a similar 
power in the General Assembly. It is a plain principle, that any 
body, civil or ecclesiastical, has the right to exercise its constitution- 
al powers over the legitimate subjects of its jurisdiction. Such an 
exercise, in particular circumstances, may be unwise and injudicious, 
but that such a right exists, cannot be questioned. Right and ob- 
ligation are correlative terms. Every right supposes and creates a 
corresponding obligation. If the Synod has the right to divide and 
unite Presbyteries, there is an obligation resting upon the General 
Assembly to respect the acts of a Synod performed in virtue of this 
right. A rigbt, without the privilege of exercising it, is no right. 
It is but a shadow, without the substance. There can be no right 
vested in any one body, adverse to the rightsof another. It isa con- 
tradiction in terms. ‘The only questions then that seem pertinent to 
the case in hand are, 1. Whether the Synod have the power and right 
to divide and unite Presbyteries? 2. Whether such aright be not 
inconsistent with a similar right in the General Assembly? The first 
question admits of no dispute, as the book clearly settles it. On the 
second question, let it be remarked, that the nature of this power 
renders it inconsistent. It is a power to do and undo the same thing, 
so that it is the mutual power to undo each other’s doings, which is 
utterly inconsistent with the subordinate character of a Synod. If, 
then, the General Assembly have the power in question, it is a powet 
to abolish virtually, that of the Synod, or so to restrict its exercise, 
as to render it no longer worth contending for. But let it not be for- 
gotten that this power is expressly guaranteed to the Synod by the 
Constitution; and to abolish or restrict it, is a contravention of the 
Constitution. It is so to modify the grant of power as to render it a 
nullity. But we have seen that no modification of the Constitution 
can be effected by the General Assembly. ‘To do this is the exelu- 
sive prerogative of the Presbyteries. But it may be urged that this 
is only a construction of the Constitution, not a modification. ‘True, 
but it is such a construction as amounts to legislation. It is legisla- 
tion effected under the name of construction. There isa wide differ- 
ence between judicial interpretation and judicial legislation. When 
a civil court so construes a statute, as to extend its operation to ob- 
jects not within its puryiew, and not contemplated in its enactment, 
it is called judicial legislation. 

Presbyteries should be jealous of their rights, especially when a 
mode of construction is adopted and applied, which tends to deprive 
inferior judica‘»ries of all power, and to make them mere cyphers. 
Inferior judicatories should insist upon their rights, and upon a main- 
tenance of the Constitution. This book is a mutual compact betweer. 
ministers and jucicatories. We promise subjection to one another in 
the Lord. ‘This Book defines the method in which that subjection is to 
be rendered. To exact subjection contrary to its provisions, is tyranny 
and oppresssion. ‘This Book is a mutual bond and pledge which each 
has given to the other, and to violate its provisions, is to break faith 
with those with whom you have covenanted. It is an invasion of 
personal ministerial rights and privileges, and deserves to be sternly 
rebuked and indignantly repelled. ‘To violate this pledge is to ab- 
solve us from the obligation created by the promise of subjection. 
The Constitution of our church is the bond of its union, if this be en- 
trenched upon, mutual confidence is destroyed, and that which pro- 
fesses to unite us, becomes itself the subject of protracted and angry 
discord. It is therefore with the utmost caution and delicacy, that 
new and questionable constructions of the Constitution should be pres- 
sed upon the churches. There is a point beyond which submission 
to such adjudications becomes acquiescence in the guilt of misrule 
and maladministration. ‘To such a deprecated crisis we fear that our 
church is hastening. This Assembly may indeed regard itself the 
court of last resort, from which there can be no appeal to a higher. 
But this circumstance can never justify a false construction of the 
Constitution, nor lessen the criminality of that acquiescence, which 
does violence to conscience, and contravenes primary obligation. I 
am aware, Moderator, that this is a delicate subject, but not less im- 
portant than delicate at this juncture in our ecclesiastical affairs. 


Besides the Presbyteries who may ecclesiastically settle the inter- 
pretation of their own instrument, the Constitution, there is another 
tribunal to which an appeal may be forced, by the recklessness of 
party spirit. Let us beware how we explain away the rights of one 
another; let us take warning by the results of similar invasions. 


The supremacy of the General Assembly is relied on with much 
confidence as an argument for the power nowclaimed. It is argued that, 
being the supreme judicatory, it is invested with all the powers of 
inferior judicatories. If the Assembly, and not the Presbyteries, 
were the source of power, and had not expressly granted it away, 
there might be some plausibility in this position. But this 
is not the case. It is a body of limited and defined authority. 
It has indeed a general supervision of the whole church, but 
that supervision must be exercised agreeably to rule, and not in vio- 
lation of express provisions. And I must express my surprise at the 
confidence with which the complainants have relied upon the very 
general phraseology employed in stating the radical principles of Pres- 
byterianism, in a note to Chap. XII. of Form of Government. Such 
reliance seems to betray confidence in their cause, when tried by the 
express and defined provisions of the Book. If the fact that the 


General Assembly is the supreme court, does, per se, invest it with 
all the powers of the inferior judicatories, then any restriction of the 


powers of the Assembly, by the Presbyteries would be inconsistent 
with such supremacy. Let it be borne in mind that this superi- 
ority of the General Assembly, was the principal argument relied on 
by the Assembly in the assumption of the power in question. 
Then it is not competent to the Presbyteries, to define and restrict 
the powers of the supreme judicatory. But is it a fact that the Pres- 
byteries, in their act of creating the General Assembly, did forever 
divest themselves of the right to modify and restrict the powers of the 
body thus created? Did the act of the Presbyteries creating the su- 
preme court, per se, invest that court with all the powers of the infe- 
rior judicatories? Unquestionably not. For example: The Presby- 
tery has power “ to examine and license candidates for the holy min- 
istry; to ordain, install, remove, and judge ministers.” Chap. X. 
§ VIII. Now, does the supremacy of the General Assembly invest 
it with these powers? Because it is the supreme judicatory, has it 
therefore the powers above enumerated? Can the General Assembly 
come into a Presbytery and remove a minister? Can it arraign and 
judge a minister? What minister or Presbytery would submit to 
such an exercise of usurped prerogative? ‘To do these things, I con- 
tend, belongs exclusively to Presbyteries. The iratter may indeed 
be brought up and issued in the Assembly by appeal or complaint, 
but this is in virtue of a special provision to that effect. Again, if 
the, mere fact of supremacy invests the Assembly with all the powers 
of inferior judicatories, why has the Book gravely and particularly 
entered into a specification of the puwers of the Assembly? The 
framers of the Constitution considered such a specification necessary, 
because, unlike the modern interpreters of the Book, they did not 
suppose that the fact of supremacy, per se, invested the Assembly 
with all the powers of inferior judicatories, or was any evidence that 
such powers were possessed. ‘The specification of powers is evidence 
against the delegation of powers not specified. ‘The fact, then, that 
the General Assembly is the supreme court, can have no weight in 
the present controversy. 

The analogy which is supposed by some to exist between the 
government of our church and that of the United States, was also 
relied on by the Assembly: but the truth is, no strict analogy does exist, 
and as far as it does exist, it is destructive to the claim set ap by the 
Assembly to the power of uniting and dividing Presbyteries. It is 
admitted that Synods have this power, but it is denied that they have 
it exclusively, because the General Assembly is the supreme judica- 
tory. The Congress of the United States is the supreme Legislature 
of this country. But does it therefore follow that the inferior Le- 
gislatures have no exclusive and peculiar powers? The Constitution 
of the United States, interpreted by the Supreme Court, is the law of 
the whole land, and all legislatures and all bodies must observe it, 
and none have the power to contravene it; but does it therefore fol- 
low that no bodies have exclusive and peculiar prerogatives? The 
power of dividing counties belongs to State Legislatures. Has Con- 
gress a similar power? If the Legislature divide one county into 
two, can Congress unite them again? No. . Then the power of the 
Legislature in this matter is exclusive, although Congress be the 
Supreme Legislature of the nation. This isa power which has never 
been delegated to the General Government. And the fact of its 
being the supreme Legislature, does not invest it with it. So 
much then for the analogy of the two governments. 

There is another argument against the constitutionality of the act 
of the Assembly, arising from the regular operation of complaints. 
It will be recollected that this matter was brought before the Assem- 
bly by a complaint against the decision of Synod refusing to divide 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and by a petition to the Assembly 
to make such division. ‘The Assembly sustained the complaint; and 
according to the Book, the complainants, with their petition, were, 
by the act of Assembly sustaining their complaint, again before the 
Synod, in the same attitude in which they stood before the decision 
of Synod was made. “If the complaint appears to be well founded, 
it may have the effect, not only of drawing down censure upon those 
who concurred in the judgment complained of, but also of reversing 
that judgment, and placing matters in the same situation in which 
they were before judgment was pronounced.” See Chap. VII. Sec. 
IV., V. The only effect of a complaint, when sustained, is to cen- 


sure the body complained of, or to reverse their judgment; not to 


make for them a new judgment, but to place matters in the same situ- 
ation in which they were before the judgment was pronounced. 
Censure was not the effect.of this complaint, for the complaint was 
sustained expressly without casting censure on the Synod. The 
effect of the complaint then was to place matters in their former si- 
tuation before the Synod, or it had no effect. The act of the Assem- 
bly, then, sustaining the complaint, referred the whole matter to the 
Synod, and immediately afterwards took it out of the hands of the Synod 
by acting on the petition. Now the point to which I aim in this ar- 
gument is-here. Pending the complaint, the Synod of Philadelphia 
were out of the house. This was right. But when the complaint 
was issued and the judgment of the Synod reversed, and matters 
placed in their former state before the Synod, were they constitution- 
ally debarred a seat, during the action of the Assembly on the peti- 
tion? This is the vital question. That the petition was tacked to 
the complaint, and that the Assembly acted upon them simultaneously, 
I am aware ; but was this course authorized by a single paragraph in 
the Book of Discipline? And can a novel expedient wrest from 
the Synod their constitutional rights? I might reinforce this 
argument by the consideration that the petition on which the Assem- 
bly acted was an original petition, and never before the Synod. 
It was not the petition which the Synod rejected, but was materially 
different. Besides two who had deceased before the meeting of the 


plaint ! 


| jection is the ground of complaint—and thus branded as it was with 


broad absurdity upon its very face, the Assembly sustained the com- 
The facts on which I ground this argument are admitted 
facts. Now if the petition was before the Assembly under the com- 
plaint, then the effect of the complaint was not to place matters be- 
fore the Synod in their original situation, which is contrary to the 
express words of the Book, and the action of the Assembly, conse- 
quently, unconstitutional. And that the petition was considered be- 
fore the Assembly, under the complaint, was repeatedly urged as a 
reason for the action of the Assembly; and is further shown by the 
fact, that instead of placing matters before the Synod in their origi- 
nal situation, they enjoined it upon Synod to receive the Presbytery 
thus set off: thus, not only reversing the judgment of the Synod, but 
making a new judgment for them, and requiring them to sanction it, 
and act under it, which.is also contrary to the express words of the 
Book. 

But if the petition was not before the Assembly under the com- 
plaint, on what ground was the whole Synod deprived of a vote on 
the question, whether or not, the petition should be granted? Here 
isthe dilemma. Viewed either way, it is unconstitutional. Were the 
two questions purposely mixed up with the view to bring upon the 
petition the operation of a complaint, excluding the Synod from 2 
vote? ‘This too, was a violation of the constitutional rights of a Synod. 
Look at the measure in every light and it will be seen to be wholly 
unconstitutional. 

We come now, Moderator, to examine the cases cited by Dr. Ely, 

as precedents, for the exercise of the power of erecting Presbyteries 
within the bounds of a Synod. That the Assembly may erect new 
Presbyteries where the jurisdiction of no Synod extends, we have 
never questioned. That the Assembly may unite Presbyteries con- 
nected with different Synods, is also admitted. But the case before 
you is wholly a different one. Here the Synod of Philadelphia had 
undisputed jurisdiction. Upon an examination of the cases cited by 
the Doctor, not one will be found to be in point. The decision of no 
one of them involved the principle now questioned. 
The first case adduced was the division of the Presbytery of Car- 
lisle, by the Assembly of 1794. In this case, one of the Presbyte- 
ries constituted by the division, took in part of the Presbytery of 
Redstone, which belonged to the Synod of Virginia; whereas the 
Presbytery of Carlisle belonged to the Synod of Philadelphia. (See 
published Extracts from Minutes of 1794, p. 18.; also of 1802, p. 7.) 
Thus it will be perceived, that it is a case where it was impossible 
for either Synod to act, and where the power of the Assembly is ad- | 
mitted. And it is therefore a case widely different from that now be- 
fore you. | | 

The next case was the division of the Presbytery of Albany, by 
the Assembly of 1802. This division took place under the old con- 
stitution, in which no specific power to divide Presbyteries was dele- 
gated to Synods. Inthe year 1820, certain amendments were sent 
down to the Presbyteries for their adoption, one of which was that 
of giving to Synods the power of dividing, uniting, and erecting Pres- 
byteries. All the cases, therefore, of a prior date are irrelevant to 
‘the present question. And, indeed, before the amendment now al- 
luded to, the Assembly seemed to question its own power in the 
case, for a part of the report on the division of the Albany Presby- 
tery, which was adopted by the Assembly, expressly forbids that divi- 
sion ever to be cited as a precedent in any future Assembly, as the 
MS. minutes will show. This prohibition is strangely disregarded 
by the Doctor, who now presses it on this court as a precedent; espe- 
cially, as he is so great a stickler for unqualified submission, and 
passive obedience to the acts and orders of the Assembly. 

The division of the Presbytery of Oneida in 1805, next cited by 
the Doctor, also took place under the old Constitution and therefore 
is not a case in point. | 

The next case was the constitution of the Presbytery of Chenango, 
by the Assembly of 1826. ‘This Presbytery was composed, when 
constituted, of members, of no less than three different Synods, viz: 
the Synods of Geneva, Albany, and New Jersey. (See Minutes for 
1826, pp. 21, 66, 68, 74,76.) This was also a case where the Pres- 
byteries concerned, were attached to different Synods, and therefore, 
not a case in point. 

Another case cited by the Doctor, was the erection of the Presby- 
tery of Detroit by the Assembly of 15327. This Presbytery was 
made to consist of churches from two different Synods. The 
churches of Farmington and Potinac, belonged to the Synod of 
Geneva, and the church of Detroit belonged to the Synod of the 
Western Reserve. ‘This also, was a case in which no Synod could 
act, and in which the power of the Assembly is not doubted. 

The last case mentioned by the Doctor, was the translation of a 
church from one Presbytery to another, by the Assembly of 1827. 
Here the Doctor contended, that if the Assembly could translate a 
church from one Presbytery to another, much rather could they unite 
and divide Presbyteries. But the Doctor took good care not to tell 
you that these two Presbyteries belonged to different Synods. Look 
at the Minute, p. 114. ‘The Coinmittee of Overtures also re- 
ported an application from the church of Danville, in the Presbytery 
of Bath, in the Synop or GrneEva, to be set off from said Presby- 
tery, and annexed to the Presbytery of Ontario, in the Synop or 
GeENESSEE. The above application was granted.” Why did not the 
Doctor read this minute to the court? Did he wish to deceive 
them? Did he not know it was a case not in point? Are such 
means to be used to gull this Assembly? Does a good cause need 
such expedients to sustain it? | 

In connection with the foregoing cases, where no one Synod had 


Assembly, and one removed, séven other names are omitted in the pe- 
tition on which the Assembly acted ; thus placing the Synod before 
the Assembly, in the attitude of rejecting a petition which never was 
before them,and which they neversaw; and thus tooexhibiting the As- 
sembly as acting in the confused and contradictory character of a court 
of appeals and of acourt of original jurisdiction, at the sametime. It was 
said, and urged with importunity, that the principle of both petitions 


jurisdiction, and where the Assembly, therefore, was alone compe- 
(tent to act, let us look at a case, not cited by the complainants, 
where a Synod had full power to grant the petition preferred to the 
| Assembly. The case as briefly reported in the digest, is as follows : 
‘‘*’The Committee of Overtures laid before the Assembly (of 1808) 
an application from the Presbytery of Huntingdon, for a division of 
that Presbytery. Resolved; That the Presbytery make their applica- 


was the same, and therefore the change of names did not make it a dif- tion to the Synod (of Philadelphia) to which they belong, being the 
ferent petition ; but this went upon the assumption, that the sole ground most proper judicature to decide the case.” (See Digest, p. 44.) In 


This was not the case. They were influenced in their decision by 
the fact, that ministers, churches and elders, were included in the 
petition, who had not been consulted, and who were known to be hos- 
tile to the measure ; and that, if the petition were granted, these very 
ministers, churches and elders would be a minority in a Presbytery 
where they would be without influence. This was declared by a 
member of the Synod, on the floor of the Assembly, to have been the 
reason why he voted against the petition to the Synod. But now a 
petition comes up before the Assembly with the whole ground of this 


very same petition which was rejected by the Synod—and which re- 


on which the Synod rejected the petition, was the principle it involved. |the foregoing cases we see that the Assembly acted where the Synod 


could not, and that it refused to act where the Synod might; thus 
clearly settling the question, agreeably to the construction for which 
we contend. 

Thus it appears that every case, as cited by Dr. Ely, contradicts 
the argument he has based upon them, and confirms that which they 
were designed to destroy. I will not say that the Doctor knew these 
cases were not in point. I do not impeach his veracity. He has 


‘entirely mistaken the real point before the court, and therefore did 


| ‘not see the material discrepancy between his supposed precedents, 
objection removed, and yet it is pressed upon the Assembly as the | 


and the case at bar. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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tianity, Just received, and for sale b 


HENRY PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 


BARNES’ DISCOURSES. 


ARNES’ DISCOURSES, on the causes of 
B rance in Cities and Large Towns, lately puhlcked, 


and for sale at the Temperance and T t Deposit 
14 South Filth street, and at several of the Book Bhoves. =< 


on the Psalms, 2 
arsh’s Michaellis, 


J. WHETHAM, 
22 South Fourth street. 


PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOL. 
MORRISTOWN, N. J. 
ERMS—Tuition in Latin, Greek or English, Board, 


Washing, Fuel and Lights, per Session, $70 00 | others, at the following low prices, viz.—25 copies 38 cts. 
EXTRA CHARGES. —100 do. 35.—3500 do. unbound 20.—1000 do. 19. 
By a educated at Paris $10 00 
BoarD in each Vacation, #10 IN PRESS. 


There will be two Sessions in each year of twenty-two 
weeks, commencing the 


irst Mend in M. J 19.—3t 
First Monday in November. ay May and the 


THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 


fee General Assembly, at their late meeting, having 
_. taken off the copy right from the Confession of 
Faith enables the subscriber (who has the work stereoty p- 
ed) to furnish the book to Congregations, Merchants, aud 


ALEXANDER TOWER 


A new and fine edition of the above, also a new edition 
of the Form of Church Government. . 


_‘O! read, and ponder it, all ye people.’ 


SIDNEY’S LIFE OF ROWLAND HILL. 
Ba Life of the Rev. Rowland Hi’ A. M. by the Rev. 


:.win Sidney, A. M. 
Quitting with daily labour all my pleasure 
To gain, at har-est, an eternal ireasure. 


First American cdition, this day published and for sale 
by J. 
22 South Fourth st. 


No. 19 St. James street. 


man whose whole attention will be directed to the 
branches, among which, the following will be taught: 
Astronomy, Natural Philosophy, Botany, Geography, 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Trigonometry, Surveying, &c. with 
suitable apparatus for illustrations. 
Boarders to find their own bed, bedding, and cot—if pre- 
ferred, they will be furnished at $10 a session. 

No student to be received for a less time than one Ses- 
sion, and no deduction to be made for voluntary absenee. 

Payment to be made at the commencement of each 


The subscriber will constantly have the aid of a _—_ 
nglish 


Sunday School Union. 


Session in advance. 
ALFRED CHESTER. 


April 17, 1834, —At. 


CHARLES CLIFFORD. 
the title of the latest publication of the American 
Tt is the work of the author 
of “‘ The Only Sou,” aud is issued in a similar style with 
that popular volume. Charles Clifford is deeply impres- 
sed by the Jast admonition of his dying mother, to love and 
serve God, and exhibits the influence of Christianity in his 
progress through school, aid in various scenes of youth- 
fal temptation. The story shows that no 
really be a loser by trying to do what God commands. 
Though be may be opposed and ridiculed, yet in the end 
even his enemies = eee of his conduct. 
cents. For at No. 146 Chesnut strect 
at all the Depositories of the Society. 


PSALMS & HYMNS. 


PPROVED by the General A b : 
7 SOLOMON ALLEN, 
may 25—iflfw, No 117 Chesnut st. 


SEMINARY. 


_MIRS. MELWEE, respectfully informs her patrons and 
M friends, that she has her to No. 6 


eung man will 


Laurel street, a few doors above Spruce, Weat side, 
where she will give instruction in spelling, ing, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, history and seedie- 
work. Terms moderate. 
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